
Celo Monthly Meeting for Business, Seventh Month 19, 2020 

Present: Joyce Johnson, Catherine Peck, Bob and Geeta McGahey, Denny and Jo Ann Fernald, Debra 
Rice, Donna Idol, Mari Ohta-Weir, Lisa Rose, Jennie Boyd-Bull, Rachel Weir, David Johnson, Gib Barrus, 
Bill Horne, Joanna Flynn, Brian Yaffe, Peggy Tibbits, Catherine Reid, clerk. 

Sixth Month Minutes approved as read. 

Ministry and Care:  

Query: How willing am I to be led by the Light, and does anything hinder that willingness? 

Sara Ann and Jason’s wedding:  They will marry on the slab, tentatively the second Tuesday in October, 
with a group of 10 in attendance.  Brian, clearness/support committee convenor,  is exploring 
possibilities of Zoom attendance for those who would like to witness the wedding.   

The Meeting’s new  Uplifting Racial Justice Committee met this past week, and will meet weekly on 
Wednesdays for the near future.  Catherine Peck is the convenor. 

We affirm that we are not approving further funds for SAYMA URJ, until our minuted concerns are 
addressed.  

Treasurer:  Draft 2020-21 budget, first reading (see attached) 

Our upcoming budget includes significant reductions in SAYMA givings (the guideline is 20% of 
unrestricted funds), travel/scholarship, and building and grounds. 

We held a vigorous discussion of the SAYMA reduction.  33% seemed to some like a big hit. We 
discussed willingness to amend the budget as the year goes on to increase our contribution. Friends are 
asked to be aware of the Meeting’s financial needs.  A former treasurer noted that the amount we 
agreed to give SAYMA was not 20%, but 22% of unrestricted funds. One suggestion was to redistribute 
funds to give $300 more, or $2700 for SAYMA (versus last year’s 3500).  The Treasurer will again ask 
committee clerks if they can cut a bit more to come up with the 300 differential before our August 
meeting.  After hearing from committee clerks, the Treasurer will bring two budgets to our next 
meeting, the original and one that reflects additional cuts to other line items. 

Margithaus Committee. Reopening of Children’s Garden Preschool: As the school year evolves, the 
committee will support problem-solving for emerging issues. Mari’s plan is to stay outdoors for entire 
school year, due to coronavirus. She has found the  Childcare Toolkit from the state helpful.  Many 
safety precautions, including handwashing station near the outhouse.  (Or a portable tripod for warm 
months) The preschool will be closed in December for winter break.  Mari will monitor the situation as 
winter’s weather pattern emerges.  She will employ handwarmers, hot water bottles, and layers of 
clothing to help keep children warm, as well as providing warm snacks. As long as the school does not 
use Margithaus, the rent will be $50 a month plus $7 for phone. This will go towards using the 
playground, outhouse, parking lot, the adjacent outside Firstday building, and the meetinghouse porch 
in inclement weather. We are holding Mari and the school in the Light during this challenging situation. 

Rachel has encountered problems with the washing machine, but she is coping as best she can.  A dead 
tree and a large limb need cutting near the old meetinghouse. Generally, folks are not using the 
meetinghouse for meditation.  Margithaus report accepted. 



Adult Religious Education: Three Friendly 8’s continue to meet by Zoom.  They have been focusing on 
racism during the past month. Groups remain open for others to join. 

Joyce wants someone to take her place as advisor to high school students about CO status.  This person 
would work with Herbie going forward, as Joyce has for many decades.   

Announcements: Charlotte Schreiber, benefactor of Margithaus and Meeting House, died peacefully in 
Seattle during this past week. We also mourn John Lewis’s passing, a dedicated civil rights champion and 
longtime Georgia congressman, as well as the passing of CT Vivian, organizer of the Freedom Riders. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Bob McGahey, recording clerk 

Catherine Reid, presiding clerk 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


