
Celo Monthly Meeting Fifth Month 24, 2020 

Present: Brian Yaffe, Catherine Peck, Joanna Flynn, Denny and Jo Ann Fernald, Geeta McGahey, 
Peggy Tibbits, David Johnson, Catherine Reid, Donna Idol, Bob McGahey, Jennie Boyd Bull, 
Rachel Weir, Joyce Johnson, Debra Rice, Mari Ohta-Weir, Rachel Weir, Barb Wulff, Bill Horne, 
Joanna Flynn, Matt Riley, Chip Poston, Gib Barrus clerk. 

Minutes from April read and approved.  

Minutes of called meeting for Business, 4/26. approved, with addition that Joyce Johnson was 
also present at this meeting.  

Northside Meeting, Chicago:  Minute to make Memorial Day a day of mourning.  We will 
observe this on the STR Bridge at sundown (8 pm) on Monday, Memorial Day.  Geeta will 
contact Jody Higgins of the Yancey paper.  We will announce the vigil  on Celo List and the 
Meeting list.  People should bring their own candles and walk to the bridge. Gib will host  a 
Zoom observance as well.  

Adult Religious Ed:  3 ongoing Friendly Eights groups.  Each is convened by a member of 
ARE.  They are guided by the Meeting’s monthly queries.  Each group will decide how it will go 
forward, Zoom or otherwise.  We thank ARE for oversight of this important function of our 
meeting during these challenging times.  

First Day School:  Mari and Joann have reached out to FDS families, but folks remain pretty 
hunkered down.  We are still under the weight of how to reincorporate the children as we 
consider how to move back into corporate worship. As we go forward, with kids who 
understand social distancing, Mari could organize nature walks, with masks, with or without 
parents (to help enforce social distancing) 

Margithaus Report: Increased use of facility (pre-Covid) has left the caretaker with additional 
work, especially after memorial services.  We’re reminded that M and C needs to always have a 
liaison for these events.  Rachel is monitoring use of the Meetinghouse and taking necessary 
precautions for disinfection and spacing of visits.  

Special  Garden Project:  We are helping Avis McClintock with her project to raise vegetables for 
her neighborhood, outside Philadelphia:  with 8 raised beds, She needs $500 for soil, fencing, 
and mulch at this point.  Several friends contributed to the materials for building the beds, along 
with some from Abingdon Meeting (PA), where she has been an attender. Write checks to 
Geeta, who will pay the vendors directly.   

Ministry and Care 

-Query:  In these times of uncertainty, when do I turn to my own resources, and when do I turn 
to the Light? 

-Celo Friends Meeting has a Special Concerns Fund available to Friends and members of the 
local community who are struggling with the basic necessities. An Ad Hoc Committee for Special 
Concerns, consisting of three members, will meet with applicants to discuss the need.  All 
conversations and decisions about disbursements will be kept confidential unless otherwise 
requested. If you or someone you know has an emergency need and can benefit from the fund, 
please contact Catherine Reid,  credibleyards@gmail.com  
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Friends can donate to the Special Concerns Fund by earmarking checks or money to Special 
Concerns Fund. Donations can be mailed to 70 Meeting House Lane, Burnsville, NC 28714.  All 
donations made are to the fund; donations can not be directed to a specific individual or 
family.  If you have questions email Jo Ann (CFM Treasurer) at: joannfernald@yahoo.com 

-M&C began discussing possible scenarios for returning to meeting for worship in person.  

PROPOSAL: While a few people are choosing to meet this First Day on the site of the old 
meeting-house, the co-clerks agreed earlier in the week that CFM can’t really sanction such a 
gathering until we figure out how to provide a safe space for all who might wish to attend. We 
acknowledge our eagerness to worship together, the challenge of being as inclusive as possible, 
and the evolving NC guidelines for groups of more than 10. A few scenarios: designating seating 
arrangements in the Meetinghouse, once the weather is warm enough to permit opening the 
doors to the porch, and having “ushers” who would review guidelines, provide masks and help 
seat visitors. Or adapting the model of Preparatory Meetings, which would meet under the care 
of CFM, but operate like satellite meetings, perhaps organized regionally on someone’s lawn or 
porch, with an assigned clerk who would open and close the meeting. 

DISCUSSION- Reviewing the recent history, our clerk regrets not foreseeing the potential of 
some people feeling excluded from the slab meetings.  

Outdoor worship at friends’ homes, as well as Zoom possibility.  Gib  would coordinate the hosts 
of these meetings and help set up the house meetings.   

Geeta McGahey read an alternate proposal for letting the Chimney Worship Group meet on the 
slab, along with house meetings. Our discussion noted that it comes down to whether letting a 
group go ahead on the slab. is inclusive of the most vulnerable among. us. Are we privileging the 
chimney group? Should we meet at different times? One idea is to hold multiple meetings there, 
to keep the numbers down.  25 has been suggested, but many are not comfortable with that 
many.  For now, the Zoom meeting is our most inclusive one.  Perhaps we shouldn’t compete 
with that meeting.   

Proposal to not have the chimney group meet at same time as Zoom meeting.  Perhaps true of 
all the house groups, as well (except those satellite groups who zoom in). We will hold a Called 
Meeting next First Day at 9 am to finalize this decision, since we don’t want it to be rushed.    

 
Respectfully submitted,  

Bob McGahey, recording clerk 

Gib Barrus, clerk 
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