
Celo Friends Meeting 
Meeting for Business 

6th Month 21st Day 2020 
 
Minutes from online Zoom Meeting 
 
Opening Silence 
 
Minutes – from May 24. Approved 

Minutes – Special Called Meeting, May 31. Approved 

Ministry and Care -  Catherine Peck 

Query -What does “Way will open,” mean for/to me? How is it changing my 
journey?” 

Update on current worship groups: Three are meeting: one group at Yaffes, a small group 
at Maren Hogans; the Chimney Group at 9:45 on the slab. 

Special Concerns Fund. One request approved for food and water after a family member 
tested positive for coronavirus. $228.72 paid. $500 paid towards legal fees for a 
Honduran family seeking asylum. Remaining in the account:  $2400. 

Marriage of Sarah Ann Amason and Jason Dionne. They will probably get married in a 
small ceremony soon, and have a larger celebration later.  

Upholding Racial Justice -  Celo Friends Ad hoc Committee. M&C recommends that 
Celo FM begins its own work on raising awareness of the ways racism shapes us. What 
do we need to ask so we can be examples in the world today? Possible resource people: 
Matt Riley, Kenan Philips, Shannon R. Smith. Friends expressing interest in being on the 
committee: Geeta McGahey, Jennie Boyd Bull, Catherine Peck (convenor). We suggest 
inviting others to join, via an email to CFM, which Catherine P will write and send to 
Gib.  Approved.  

 Nominating Committee – Barb Wulff  

Job Description of SAYMA Ministry and Nurture Representative – Approved, Attached 

Adult Religious Education Committee-Jennie Boyd Bull 

Three groups are meeting  via Zoom as Friendly 8s groups.  Contact Jennie if you want to 
join. 

Finance Committee and Trustees – Joyce Johnson 

Conflicts of Interest Policy – Guidelines for Friends concerning financial 
decisions that could benefit individuals, relatives, spouses, children. Approved, 
Attached 

Old Business: Associate membership  



Ministry and Care recommends that children be listed as “associate members” 
rather than as full or birthright Friends. This would give them the opportunity to discern 
for themselves whether or not they want to become full members upon reaching 
adulthood. We discuss such issues as the age at which “associate membership” lapses, 
and the process for young people who want to become members though they’re parents 
aren’t. We approve this category, returning the questions to M&C for further 
seasoning. 

Announcements 

Preliminary Budget draft to be presented in July, 2020-2021. 

Closing Silence 

Catherine Reid, Co-Clerk                Denny Fernald, Co-Recording Clerk 

Attachments Below 

                                     

 SAYMA Ministry and Nurture Representative 

The Celo Friends Meeting SAYMA Ministry and Nurture Representative represents CFM at the 
SAYMA M and N rep meetings which are held 3 to 4 times a year and also via phone chat, as 
needed. The Celo SAYMA M and N rep reports back to CFM about concerns and activities, 
although much of the SAYMA Ministry and Nurture business is confidential. 

The SAYMA Ministry and Nurture  Committee was formed in 1990 to support and supplement 
the work of the monthly meetings’ Ministry and Nurture groups. It addresses spiritual issues 
that span the yearly meeting community. The committee is comprised of representatives of 
each monthly meeting. It nurtures meetings and worship groups by: 

• Being mindful of the state of the spirit in meetings and worship groups. 
• Nurturing yearly meeting by being a spiritual presence during meetings. 
• Providing spiritual support for the yearly meeting clerks. 
• Encouraging intervisitation and regional gatherings. 
• Facilitating communication and information sharing. 
• Providing resources and help regarding membership issues and Quaker faith and 

practice. 
• Responding to requests from meetings and worship groups within the yearly meeting 

for involvement in sensitive situations, particularly in areas of spiritual life and Quaker 
process, that face meetings, exist between meetings, or between meetings and worship 
groups. Possible responses include listening, consultation, and/or arranging clearness 
committees. 

• Facilitating clearness and accountability for Friends seeking endorsement by the yearly 
meeting for ministry to which they are called. 

• Providing a clearness process and holding accountable released Friends who receive 
financial assistance from SAYMA’s Released Friend Fund. 

• Administering the disbursement and accounting of the Spiritual Development Fund. 

(Adapted from  Southern Appalachian Yearly Meeting and Association of the Religious Society of 
Friends -  A Guide to our Faith and Practice) 



 
 
 
 
 

Finance Committee and Trustees 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY 
CFM Draft 5-10-20 
Recommendation by Trustees Committee and Finance Committee 
 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that Celo Monthly Meeting's(CMM) financial 
decisions are made by Friends who do not stand to benefit financially from the decisions. 
Avoiding actual and potential conflicts of interest is important to CMM's culture of 
financial 
transparency. It is important that donors can be confident that donations are being used in 
ways consistent with ethical financial practices that avoid a financial advantage to 
donors, 
advocates for recipients or undue advantages to recipients. 
 
This policy applies to expenditures of CMM funds including but not limited to purchases, 
contracts, scholarships, stipends, compensation, grants, and contributions. It does not 
apply 
to routine reimbursements for travel covered by CMM's travel reimbursement procedure, 
or 
other reimbursements such as for small purchases for supplies. 
 
All CMM officers, committee members, and other volunteers(in this policy, “Friends” are 
expected to avoid any actual or potential conflict of interest. This includes financial 
decisions 
that could benefit relatives, including children, spouses and committed partners. 
 
Friends are welcome to request and advocate for funding that will or may appear to 
benefit 
themselves, their relatives, or organization with which they are affiliated. When doing so, 
they 
should explain their connection to the proposed financial arrangement. They may answer 
questions and otherwise participate in the discussion. The key distinction is that other 
Friends 
must make the decisions. Friends who may or will benefit from the transaction should 
remove 
themselves from the actual decision. 
 
In committees or similar small groups, both the connection to the transaction and the 
removal 
from the decision should be recorded in minutes, emails, or whatever other format the 
record 



of the decision takes. In meeting for worship for the purpose of business if a Friend who 
has 
a potential conflict of interest has been an active advocate or participant in the discussion 
prior to the decision, the relationship should be noted in the minutes. However, since 
decisions 
are taken by the whole group, it is not necessary to record removals by individual 
Friends. 
 


