
Celo Friends Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business
February 21, 2021

Present: Catherine Reid, clerk; Lisa Rose, Bill Horne, Joyce Johnson, Debra Rice, Barb Wulff,
Jennie Boyd Bull, David Johnson, Jane Goldthwait, Donna Idol, Joanna Flynn, Jo Ann and
Denny Fernald, Rachel Weir, Gib & Annie Barrus, Brian Yaffe, Bob McGahey, Mari Ohta,
Peggy Tibbits, Catherine Peck,

The meeting opened with a period of silence.

January minutes were read and approved with these changes: Add funeral home inside
parentheses. Change Holcombe to Yancey Funeral Services.

Ministry and Care: Debra Rice
Ministry and Care met on February 16 and composed the following query for the meeting:
When I forget how to lose myself in the joy and wonder of the Light, what must I do to
remember?

The committee is taking up a concern for the needs of families with young children.

First Day School Committee: Joanna Flynn and Mari Ohta
Mari took the elementary children for their first walk last Sunday. Eight children participated.
She plans to walk with the children every second and fourth Sunday from 10:45 until 12:15.
Joanna will walk with the secondary school-age children on the fourth Sunday of each month.

Finance Committee: Jo Ann Fernald
The first quarter of the fiscal year ended on December 31, 2020. Highlights of the finance report
are that the money in CDs is earning well. Operating accounts are under budget since December
was a robust month for donations. Usually 50% of money for the year comes in as donations
during December. This year 70-75% came in during November and December.
The Special Concerns Fund has money available for those in need. Friends can request funds for
local residents, not just for CFM members and attenders. Requests should be sent to Catherine
Reid.

There is money available in the Education Fund. Jane Goldthwait mentioned that she signed up
for Friends World Conference and recommends that event as a good use of education funds.
All other line items are also under budget thanks to less spending this year on utilities,
committees, travel, etc.

Guilford College Ad Hoc Committee
The following Celo Friends have met to make recommendations to CFM regarding a response to
the ongoing difficulties at Guilford College: Jo Ann Fernald, Denny Fernald, Jim Erlandson,
Geeta McGahey, Bob McGahey, Joanna Flynn, and David Johnson.



The committee reports that letters of concern like that sent from CFM have had an impact on the
Guilford Board of Directors and that group is moving to intervene in the current difficulties that
the college is facing.
Friends approved the following recommendations from the ad hoc committee: 1) that we send a
minute of concern (see addenda, below) to the Board of Directors and to the wider Guilford and
wider Quaker communities; 2) that we make a $500 donation now and a further $500 donation in
January 2022. (Donations will go to the “Save Guilford College Group,” which is a foundation in
Greensboro set up to hold donations in a protected fund until changes are made to ameliorate the
current situation so that Guilford continues to line up with traditional Quaker values.); 3) that
Celo Friends Meeting act as a pass through organization to collect funds from CFM members in
support of Guilford College; 4) that the ad hoc committee continue to meet; 5) that the
committee compose a message informing Celo Friends of the concern and soliciting donations to
be sent to the CFM email list.

CFM Web site Committee: Lisa Rose
Committee members presented a preview of the new CFM Web site. Lisa will send to the people
on the email list a link to the preview and a form for Friends to return with comments and
suggestions.

Ad Hoc Committee concerned with the use of an outdoor fire circle by Garden Preschool.
Jo Ann Fernald, Barb Wulff, Mari Ohta, Sam Maren, Peggy Tibbits, Joanna Flynn, and David
Johnson.
The committee met after the last Meeting for Business since the meeting had not come to
agreement on whether Garden Preschool should use an outdoor fire circle. Friends approved the
committee’s recommendation that the fireplace that stands on the old meetinghouse foundation
may be used by the preschool as a place for children to get warm. The fireplace has been fitted
with a good screen, and the plan has been tested and deemed safe. Friends were assured that
there are no concerns around insurance.

Nominating Committee: Barbara Wulff
Friends approve Sam Maren for the Margithaus Committee

We read the job descriptions for the various roles for First Day School. The draft of the job
descriptions follows these minutes. It was suggested that under tasks for the FDS teacher, “Plans
ad creates lessons/activities based on Quaker themes” be replaced with “Plans and creates
lessons/activities consistent with Quaker beliefs, testimonies, queries, and history.”

Consideration of Recording Zoom Events
CFM approves the recording of Zoom events after the facilitators gain permission from the
panelists and announce the intention to record at the start of each event.  Recorded events will be
made available to CFM members and attenders. It is yet to be decided whether they will appear
on the Web site.

Adult Religious Education: Brian Yaffe



The next ARE program will take place via Zoom at 1:15 on February 28, 2021. Carol Clark will
provide a presentation titled “The Color of Money,” which will explore the economics of racism
in America.

SAYMA
Catherine Reid announced that SAYMA has several open positions including Treasurer,
Assistant Treasurer, Yearly Meeting Planning Committee and others. CFM is well represented in
SAYMA administration, but the meeting encourages all to contact Catherine Reid or David
Johnson if interested in being matched up with positions. Friends can learn more about the need
for volunteers and about all of SAYMA’s programs by visiting the Web site www.sayma.org.

Ad Hoc Committee on Race Matters
The Meeting for Business continued the discussion of recommendations from the ad hoc
committee on race matters, which was begun at the January meeting. The committee had
recommended the formation of a new volunteer position (Racial Equity Advocate) and a new
standing committee (Racial Equity Committee) and provided potential job descriptions for both.
Friends raised the concern that it would be more in line with Quaker practice to form a
committee and appoint a clerk rather than to make one person responsible for the tasks outlined
in the REA job description. Members of the ad hoc committee agreed to revise their
recommendations and bring them back to Meeting for Business in March.

The meeting closed with a period of silence

Addenda

Minute of Concern from CFM to the Guilford College Board of Directors

Celo Friends Meeting is deeply distressed about news that the character of Guilford
College faces major changes as a Quaker liberal arts college. Cutting key faculty
members, departments/majors, and related units goes against our desire to
strengthen Guilford as liberal arts college with deep Quaker roots. We at Celo have
been enriched by Guilford’s graduates and faculty; several of our children,
grandchildren, friends and family members have attended or taught at Guilford.
We understand that small liberal arts colleges are facing financial challenges as the
world becomes more technical. However; we firmly believe that liberal arts, and, for
us, Quaker education, is crucial to the vibrancy of our nation and to our future
Quaker leaders. Guilford’s rich Quaker history should not be taken lightly and
thrown out because of apparent recent mismanagement by its administration. We
at Celo stand with Save Guilford College and encourage the Board of Trustees and
current administration to work diligently with this group in order to restore Guilford
to the Quaker Liberal Arts Institution it was.

To support Guilford in restoring its history, Celo Friends Meeting plans to help the
college by recruiting new students, fundraising, encouraging other Quaker Meetings
to support Guilford, and by pledging $1000 over the next 12 months from Celo
Friends budget plus other pledges from individual Celo members. We have donated



this year to Save Guilford College, and will follow their lead in fundraising efforts.
We are holding Guilford College in the Light during this difficult time.

First Day School Job Descriptions
Celo Friends Meeting
February 2020

Under the guidance of Ministry and Care, the First Day School (FDS) creates and provides
programming for the Meeting’s children and youth which supports their spiritual growth and
strengthens community.

The FDS structure consists of a clerk/coordinator, teacher(s), childcare volunteers, hired
childcare helpers, parents whose chose to join the programming, and an ad hoc committee.
Childcare is primarily unstructured play and provided for children not yet in kindergarten.  FDS
is provided for school-aged children and youth.  FDS has structured lessons/activities as well as
unstructured play.  Lessons and activities are based on Quaker testimonies and queries.

● Clerk/Coordinator:
o Organizes, oversees and adapts FDS programming based on the needs of the

children and youth in the Meeting
o Provides support/guidance to teachers, childcare volunteers and paid childcare

helpers regarding curricula, activities, problem situations, and general concerns
o Ensures that the CFM Child Protection Policy is followed
o With the support of the FDS committee, hires childcare helpers as needed.
o Creates and posts a FDS schedule
o Submits information for the CFM monthly newsletter
o Attends Meeting for Business to report updates, gather feedback, and coordinate

with other CFM committees
o Convenes and clerks the FDS ad hoc committee as needed, but at least 3 times a

year
o Manages responsible spending of the FDS budget

● FDS Teacher:
o Follows the CFM Childcare Protection Policy
o Plans and creates lessons/activities based on Quaker themes
o Is a member of the FDS Committee
o Brings concerns to the attention of the FDS Coordinator
o Notifies the FDS Coordinator in a timely manner of absences so that a substitute

can be secured
● Childcare Volunteer

o Follows the CFM Childcare Protection Policy
o Is a member of the FDS Committee
o Brings concerns to the attention of the FDS Coordinator
o Notifies the FDS Coordinator in a timely manner of absences so that a substitute

can be secured (or coordinate a switch between volunteers and notify the FDS
Coordinator of the switch)



● Childcare Helper
o Assists the adult Childcare Volunteer and follows their directions
o Follows the CFM Childcare Protection Policy
o Reports any injuries to the Childcare Volunteer
o Brings concerns to the attention of the Childcare Volunteer and/or the FDS

Coordinator
o Notifies the FDS Coordinator in a timely manner of absences so that a substitute

can be secured (or coordinate a switch between volunteers and notify the FDS
Coordinator of the switch)

o Is at least 14 years old
● FDS Committee

o Is made up of
▪ Clerk/coordinator
▪ Teachers
▪ Childcare Volunteers
▪ Parents
▪ Ministry and Care representative
▪ Any CFM member/attender who wishes to attend

o Supports FDS programming with ideas and possibly participation in activities
o Reviews budgetary considerations and approves the use of funds
o Problem solves concerns and new ideas
o Brings concerns and ideas from CFM that have not come to the attention of the

clerk
o Helps to ensure that the CFM Childcare Protection Policy is followed


