
Minutes for Celo Friends Meeting for Business
9/19/21

Present: Jennie Boyd Bull, Catherine Peck (Recording Clerk), Catherine Reid (Clerk), Sam
Maren, Debra Rice, Joanna Flynn, Joyce Johnson, David Johnson, Barbara Wulff, Gib Barrus,
Brian Yaffe, Donna Idol, Charley Cloak, Rachel Weir, Jo Ann Fernald, Lisa Rose, Geeta
McGahey, Bob McGahey.

This meeting was conducted via Zoom

1. The meeting opened with a period of silence.

2. The minutes from August were read and approved with the following corrections:
● The Abrahamson Fund is designated as a spending fund.
● The group in Madison County seeking oversight from the Celo Friends Meeting is

designated a Worship Group, not a Preparatory Meeting. The group is planning to
meet in Marshall, not Mars Hill.

3. Ministry and Care Report:
● David Johnson will convene an ad hoc committee to continue working toward

moving the Meeting for Worship back into the meetinghouse. The committee will
focus on the scientific and medical recommendations around COVID. All are
welcome to join. They will bring a proposal to Ministry and Care in October. M&C
will make recommendations to the Meeting for Business.

● The meeting expressed appreciation to David for defining the scope of the future
conversation.

● The meeting asks the committee to consider various scenarios. We need multiple
options based on the changing local and state metrics.

● The following Friends agreed to serve on the ad hoc committee: Catherine Peck,
Geeta McGahey, Joanna Flynn, Jo Ann Fernald, and David Johnson. David will also
invite Jerry Cade.

● The meeting expressed appreciation to Donna Idol for her previous sensitive
leadership of the ad hoc committee.

4. Nominating Committee:
● Gib read the job description for the Death and Grief Liaison (attached). The meeting

will seek approval of the job description in October.
● The nominating committee is seeking to fill a number of positions including the

position of co-clerk, and requests that MfB set a date for a called meeting. We agreed
to meet on October 3rd at 1:30 via Zoom and that we will use the Strawberry Creek



process to invite the spirit to lead us in filling positions. Nominating will announce
the meeting in advance.

● All are invited to attend. Catherine Reid reminds us that the co-clerk position involves
sharing responsibility and offers an opportunity for deep sharing of responsibility and
for a great deal of “good joy.”

● Other positions to be filled include assistant treasurer, SAYMA representative, a clerk
for the Buildings and Grounds committee, and additional membership for Ministry
and Care.

5. Racial Equity Committee:
● Sam Maren reported that the REC suggested he bring a concern to MfB regarding a

Yancey County School Board called meeting, where it was decided to ban all teaching
of Critical Race Theory and issues around the 1619 project. The school board did not
inform the local chapter of the NAACP of their meeting. Sam read his response to the
actions by the school board as part of the REC’s role in keeping the meeting informed
about racially-charged local issues. The meeting formally affirms support for Sam’s
work with the NAACP and encourages all Friends to stay abreast of these issues.

6. Buildings and Grounds Committee:
● The full report is attached.
● Donna Idol highlights three time-sensitive issues. A) She is stepping down as clerk of

the committee and a new clerk is needed. B) The committee seeks approval for hiring
Rich Boulter at Appalachian Drywall to address the cracks that have appeared in the
meetinghouse ceiling as a result of the building settling. The cost for a new ceiling is
estimated at $2,000. B&G proposes that the cost be shared between the committee’s
budget and the Capital Improvement fund. The discussion included a reminder that
the aesthetics of our building are separate from the quality of worship. We rightly
appreciate the beauty of our meetinghouse, but worship is something different.
Friends approve the proposal for a new ceiling. C) B&G proposes a workday at the
meetinghouse on November 13 from 9:00 until noon.

● Friends express deep appreciation for the work Donna has done as clerk of Buildings
and Grounds, and Donna shared her appreciation of the work done by Rachel Weir.

7. Welcoming Committee:
● Jennie Boyd Bull reports that new packets for newcomers have been printed and

compiled and are available in the meetinghouse foyer.

8. Adult Religious Education Committee:
● The program this year will center on J. Brent Bill’s book, Hope and Witness in

Dangerous Times. Worship-sharing groups are being formed and will meet five times
during the coming year with facilitators Chip Poston, Danny Blose, Brian Yaffe,



Lydia Wexler, and Jennie Boyd Bull. The focus will be “How do our Quaker beliefs
inform how we live our lives in these dangerous times.”

● Friends who wish to be added to worship-sharing groups should contact Jennie Boyd
Bull.

● J. Brent Bill will join the entire meeting for a discussion of his book in January via
Zoom.

9. First Day School Committee
● The First Day School Committee will gather to discuss how and when First Day

School will resume. The meeting will take place in person on September 26th at 2:00.
Childcare will be provided. All Friends are encouraged to fill out a survey that Joanna
has distributed via the email list. The information will help the committee in moving
forward. All Friends are encouraged to attend the upcoming meeting.

● Joanna Flynn expresses appreciation to the meeting for the patience shown during the
hiatus.

● Joanna is seeking guidance as she discerns whether to continue in her role as clerk of
the FDS committee.

10. Announcements
● Day of the Dead: The End-of-Life committee will organize work in the cemetery

from 10:00-11:00 on November 6. Following the clean-up, we will gather to
remember those our community has lost.
Catherine Reid reports that Joe Kerlan, as stone mason, is doing beautiful work
extending the memorial wall in the cemetery. She notes that it is still unclear whether
the Abrahamson spending fund will help pay for the work.

● World Quaker Day: Geeta reports that World Quaker Day is October 3. It is a project
of Friends World Committee for Consultation as a way to tie Friends together
worldwide.

● CFM Website: Lisa Rose reminds Friends that the Website is available for posting all
announcements and documents. Items can be sent to her, and she requests that Friends
write the words  “PLEASE POST” in the subject line when sending items to her.

(Attachments below)



September 15, 2021 Report from Buildings and Grounds Committee
George Brasington, Gred Gross, Donna Idol, David Senseney, Jim Stockwell
PROPOSALS FOR CONSIDERATION/APPROVAL
1. Re-do the sheetrock ceiling in the meeting house October 4-15
Cracks appeared as a result of the building settling in the early years after completion. The
building is now well settled and B&G recommends restoring the beautiful clean lines of our
precious meeting house.
Rich Boulter, Appalachian drywall who works with Todd Kindberg, Equinox is our choice. The
estimate $2000 includes painting by Byron Watkins and protecting the floor with ram board so
that the scaffold can be rolled without marking the floor. A portion of the cost can be paid by
B&G annual budget from this year 2020-21 with the balance coming from the capital
improvement fund.
2. Fall work day: Saturday November 13
Tasks: Clean up leaves; Gravel parking lot; gutter & downpipe Rachel’s porch; Remove tree
sprouts and cut back shrubs; clean gutters; clear drains; turn tree by the meeting house.
WORK DONE & IN PROGRESS
1. Spring work day
On May 1, more than 20 people especially enjoyed working together after a year of pandemic
separation. We sorted the basement, weeded, cleared drains, graded the parking lot, cleaned
windows, screens and sill, cut back shrubbery, cleaned the rocks around the fireplace, and
painted benches.
2. Margithaus stained in June
Byron Watson who does work for Equinox hand washed the building and stained it with 2 coats
of Benjamin Moore Arborcoat matt solid stain color California Rustic. Bob Early replaced some
of the fascia boards and improved the flashing on the back porch.
The actual cost was $2023; estimate was $2,500.
3. Change propane supply
We stopped the contract with Amerigas who will remove the tank we lease from them when we
have used the gas. We will then purchase our own tank and be free to choose who will supply
the gas.
4. Continue to resolve the leak issues in the meeting house roof
Gred Gross and Jon Blood spent many hours improving the roof. However some leaks persist
around the store cupboard and porch.
FUTURE PROJECTS
1. Stain the Meeting house in summer 2022. Use Byron Watkins (828 284 5676) to wash
and stain and Bob Early to replace any damaged boards.
2. Tree safety study -- look at unstable, dead/dying trees and those that are close to
buildings, playground, parking etc. Jose and Sons (828 467 4566) did excellent tree
safety work for us.
3. Work with the adhoc committee regarding an outdoor shelter -- moveable (tent) or
permanent structure perhaps at the Chimney site. Margithaus Committee has done



some research into both.
4. Replace fascia and gutters on Margithaus. Install gutter along the Meeting House porch
roof. Timing to be determined. Use a guttering company.
5. Understand fire-safe practice in relation to landscaping and tree/shrub/weed
management (Chip Poston is a resource) and make a recommendation.
OTHER
The Buildings and Grounds Committee is looking for a convener/coordinator as Donna Idol
steps down (sadly) due to moving to Vermont. She loves the CFM buildings and the surrounding
landscape, and has really enjoyed working with caretaker extraordinaire Rachel Weir and with
the ‘wonderful lads’ on the B&G committee that help the community in their stewardship.
BUDGET
Buildings and Grounds Budget 1 October 2021 to 30 September 2022
Operating:
$ 500 Gravel for parking lot (fall work day)
$ 300 Gutter and downpipe Rachel porch (fall work day)
$ 100 Fascia board for meeting house porch (fall work day)
$ 300 Tank for propane 100 lb?
$ 500 Possible tree work
1,700 Total (this was our last pre-covid budget)
Capital Improvements
$1,750 repair cracks on MH ceiling and repaint (Nov 2021)
$2,500 stain meeting house (summer 2022)



Celo Friends Meeting Job Description

Death and Grief Liaison

June 23, 2021

The primary function of this position is to be a single point of contact on behalf of the

Celo Friends Meeting at or near the time of death when there are not clear

pre-arrangements. The person serving in this position is supported by and integral to

the End of Life Committee. The Committee’s primary role is to support

pre-arrangements and to carry out already known arrangements at the time of death;

the Liaison is mostly needed when there is a lack of clarity at or near the time of

death.

Responsibilities:

1. The Liaison directs the person contacting them on behalf of the deceased to

the information and/or people to help with arrangements and support,

including but not limited to the CFM resource pamphlet, the paperwork

required at the time of death, and a checklist of things to consider in relation

to body disposal and a memorial.

2. The person filling this role should be familiar with the CFM community as well

as the wider community. This is important as it may be necessary to help

family/friends of the deceased to identify

a. A sponsor from the CCI/CFM community when the deceased has no direct

current connection;

b. A family member or friend of the deceased to act as coordinator if there

is no funeral director or death midwife appointed to manage all the

details.

3. The person in this role will work closely with the Ministry and Care Committee.


