
January 15, 2023

Minutes for CFM MfB

Present: Lisa Rose, Barbara Wulff, Donna Idol, Annie Barrus, Gib Barrus, Anne Maren Hogan,
Geeta McGahey, Rachel Weir, Joanna Flynn (Clerk), Catherine Peck, (Recording Clerk), Jennie
Boyd Bull.

1. The meeting opened with a period of silence.
2. The minutes from December 18, 2022 were read and approved with the following

changes:
● For the minute on the end-of-life committee, clarify that end-of-life committee and

the cemetery person are not two different things according to the job description. End
of life committee members’ job description. Lila Stith is a member of Celo
Community but is not a regular attender at the meeting. Eliminate the last sentence,
“This will be an ongoing discussion.”

● Remove item about Jennie clerking the Christmas meeting.
● For the minute saying that the greeter will bring the children in at the end of meeting

at a specified time, add that the timing needs to be at the discretion of the greeter.
However, after further discussion, it was agreed that children should not come back
into meeting until the period for “afterthoughts” has ended. Jennie will work with
First Day School Friends and greeters.

● Correction: the attachments are not currently available on the Web site.
3. Nominating (Gib):

● Nominating offers a reminder that new positions not officially filled until the meeting
for business approves new members one month after the names are first brought
forward. It is hoped that people in position will continue until then.

● Approval is sought for the following positions that were brought forward in
December:

o Catherine Reid to serve as clerk of buildings and grounds.
o July Schekel to join Danny Blose in planning to speak to young friends about

conscientious objection.
o Richard Martin to join the Margithaus committee.
o Lucy Perry to join the welcoming committee.
o Lucy Perry to serve as librarian.
o Jerry Cade, Judy Schekel, and Bob McGahey to serve as first day school

volunteers.
o Lisa Rose to serve as recording clerk.

Friends gave final approval to the people listed above who have agreed to fill their
respective positions.

● New nominations to be approved in February:
o Judy Schekel to join end of life committee and specifically to help with the

cemetery.



o Anne Maren Hogan to serve as co-clerk for the meeting. Nominating notes
that Anne is still in discernment.

o Annie Barrus to join the ministry and care committee.
o Damon Rouse to join the ministry and care committee. Nominating notes that

Damon is still in discernment.
● Nominating reports that we are still seeking someone to join the finance committee.
● A Friend notes that Cedar is interested in the cemetery as well. Nominating will

check to see if she will be willing to represent the community while Judy represents
the meeting.

4. Ministry and Care committee report:
● The query for the month is: What does “welcoming the stranger” mean to me as a

Quaker?
● M and C plans to reach out to the end-of-life committee to consider reaching out to

teens in our orbit who are still coping with the death of Julius. It might be valuable to
teens to discuss a Quaker approach to death and dying, depression and suicide, and
other relevant topics.

● The meeting considered David Johnson’s report on the current state of affairs around
Covid. With cases on the rise and reports of the new variant being highly
transmissible, David recommends that we not wait until infections begin to rise
among us but that we begin to require masks indoors during the singing at the very
least.
A discussion followed where all points of view were aired. Concern was expressed
that requiring masks again would undermine the current resurgence of attendance
among our beloved children, their parents, and others. As in previous discussions,
several expressed the view that people should take personal responsibility and wear a
mask or attend on Zoom if they feel that the meeting is not safe for them. Others
should take responsibility if they do not feel well and wear a mask or stay home.

With three Friends standing aside, the meeting approved continuing with existing protocols
except that we will find ways to emphasize that we strongly suggest but don’t require
masks for singing or during the Meeting for Worship. In addition, the clerk will make sure
that Friend who want to attend the Meeting for Business can let the clerk know that they
can’t attend if others don’t mask, and the clerk will make sure that all who attend Meeting
for Business wear masks.

5. Minute of Appreciation. The clerk read a minute of appreciation for the years that
Florence and Brian Yaffe have participated in Celo Friends Meeting before moving to a
retirement center in Pennsylvania.

Friends approve the minute of appreciation for the Yaffes.

6. State of meeting report: Catherine Peck and Joanna Flynn will seek input from all Friends
and will compose the State of the Meeting Report. The report will be brought for
approval to the March Meeting for Business before it is submitted to SAYMA.



7. Dig In: Jennie Boyd Bull reported that several members and attenders of the meeting are
joining together to support Dig In. If others are interested please contact Jennie.

8. The FWCC Section of the Americas will be meeting near Greensboro from March 23-26.
If anyone is interested in attending, let Geeta McGahey know. SAYMA has scholarship
money for young adults to attend this gathering. The theme of the gathering is
“Becoming the Quakers the World Needs.”

9. First Day School Report:
● First Day School will be focusing on Bible study and the origins of Quakers. As

always, the activities will be geared to the ages and numbers of children.
● There are problems with heat in the FDS room. Electric space heaters are being used

in place of kerosene. More permanent solutions are being sought.
10. Announcement: Anyone participating in the Racial Justice Affinity Groups can go to the

modules where the history presentation is very well done. We have scholarship money for
the three modules for anyone interested.

11. The meeting closed with a period of silence.


