
Celo Friends Meeting Minutes of the Meeting for Business 

April 17, 2022 

The meeting was held online, via Zoom. 

Present: Catherine Reid (clerk), Catherine Peck (recording clerk), Donna Idol, Joyce Johnson, 
David Johnson, Pana Columbus, Joanna Flynn, Barbara Wulff, Jennie Boyd Bull, Rachel Weir, 
Lisa Rose, Brian Yaffe.  

1. Minutes of the March 20, 2022 meeting for business were read and approved without 
corrections.  

2. Ministry and Care report:  
• The committee met on Wednesday, April 12 on the meetinghouse grounds.  
• Our worship/sharing session focused on generosity and the following query arose:  

                  How do I share the gifts I have been given?  
 

• Our children were a main concern. M&C recommends to MfB that at the May 1 
called meeting for raising up a new co-clerk include a new First Day School 
coordinator as well.  

• M&C recommended that the meeting consider a First Day School for students at the 
Arthur Morgan School that will emphasize AMS’s status as a Quaker school and will 
allow the staff to attend meeting for worship. We realize that we will need to have a 
clear idea of what is expected.   

• The group who attend meeting for worship via Zoom has met and decided for the 
time being to continue to meet at 11:00, the same time that the group meeting at the 
meetinghouse worships.  

• M&C members intend to rotate among the separate meeting for worship groups to 
help keep ourselves tied together.  

• M and C recommends that we accept the guidelines for Covid that the ad hoc 
committee has proposed (attached). Joanna Flynn highlighted the proposed changes.  

• For outside worship: The clerk will learn on Friday what the transmission rate 
is in Yancey County. When transmission rates are low, outside masks are 
optional even for singing. If medium or low, we will mask for singing but 
masks will still be optional for worship if meeting can be held outside.  

• Inside worship: If transmission rates are low, masks will be optional and all 
previous precautions will be taken (HEPA filters, fans, etc).  If medium or 
high, we will wear masks indoors. 

• Margithaus still not open. Joanna will add this to the protocols. 
• It’s possible on rainy or cold days there might still be a group outside.  
• When the co-clerk sends an invitation to meeting for worship each week, he or 

she will indicate whether we will follow protocols in red (low transmission) or 
bold (medium or high) so that Friends will know what to expect on First Day.  



• We note that current conditions are medium so we will mask for singing and 
inside the meetinghouse if the weather is inclement.  
  

 

3. CFM’s ad hoc committee on SAYMA report: 
• Jennie read the representative report from the last SAYMA representative meeting on 

March 26 (attached).  
• Brian thanked Jennie for a fair and accurate presentation.  
• Lisa read the SAYMA ad hoc committee recommendations for the possible transition 

to a different approach to SAYMA, which will be discussed at the June general 
meeting (attached). Lisa clarified that no decision has been made, but the SAYMA ad 
hoc committee working on the proposal has asked meetings to discuss the details in 
the event that the idea is approved in June and to report CFM’s response by April 30. 

• Lisa read the Nashville Minute (attached). 
• Lisa read the recommendations of the CFM ad hoc committee (attached). 
• The CFM ad hoc committee requested a minuted response to both.  

A discussion followed, and members of the CFM ad hoc committee clarified several   
    points.  

Friends agreed that, assuming that the SAYMA clerk’s committee will be the body that 
shepherds the association through the transition, CFM approves the recommendations of 
the CFM ad hoc committee.  
 

• [Later in the meeting, Brian Yaffe proposed that we create an oversight 
committee in support of Bob McGahey, who is faithfully serving as the clerk 
of SAYMA during the most difficult period in the association’s history. 
Friends noted that members of the meeting have more than once offered that 
step to Bob, but that he feels he has the support he needs and respectfully 
declined. Friends are certain that Bob is aware of the extent to which CFM 
meeting supports his work.] 

 

4. Report from the ad hoc committee on Ukraine and the refugee crisis (attached). 
• David Johnson read the report and noted that the ad hoc committee has met twice to 

identify a role our meeting might have to aid refugees.  
• David reported that the ad hoc group would like to be recognized as an ad hoc 

committee on peace and social concerns. The next meeting will be on April 28th on 
2:00 pm meetinghouse porch. All are invited to join.  
A discussion followed on the question of whether we want the committee to add other 
concerns.  



• Committee members noted that they are talking about global issues. They 
want to start with a focus on Ukraine and then possibly to branch out. 

• One recommendation is that we donate $1000 to FWCC’s European and 
Middle East section. That section is in collaboration with British friends. All 
are working to funnel money to peripheral countries to deal with refugee 
issues around daily living for refugees.  

• If the donation is approved the ad hoc committee would like to brainstorm 
about other ways to raise money for further donations along that pipeline.  

  
Friends approve donating $1000 and to continue to consider ways to raise money from the 
meeting and the wider community for further donations to FWCC. Friends did not reach 
unity on whether to call the ad hoc committee a peace and social concerns committee.  
 

• David added that the committee is discussing whether it would be possible for 
our meeting to participate in supporting a refugee family. This idea will be 
discussed at MfB in May.   

• There was discussion on creating a standing committee on Peace and Social 
Concerns, which was inconclusive. 

We agree that the committee will be called the ad hoc committee on the meeting’s response 
to the Ukrainian refugee crisis. [David has since referred to it by this name, so I think we 
should note that we agreed on it.] 

Brian Yaffe proposed that we create an oversight committee in support of Bob McGahey, who is 
faithfully serving as the clerk of SAYMA during the most difficult period in the association’s 
history. Friends noted that members of the meeting have more than once offered that step to Bob, 
but that he feels he has the support he needs and respectfully declined. Friends are certain that 
Bob is aware of the extent to which CFM meeting supports his work.  

Announcement:  
The REC committee will host Folami Prescott-Adams and John Adams of Atlanta Friends 
Meeting on May 22 via Zoom. Folami and John will help us to think about what reparative 
justice means for Celo Friends. The theme will be “What is ours to do?”   



Celo Friends Meeting Covid Protocols 
(Approved 3/20/22) 
At Celo Friends Meeting, we respect our members, attenders and guests. Some of our 
members/attenders are very vulnerable to the covid virus. As such, we ask that you 
help us keep them healthy by adhering to these protocols. A Zoom Meeting for Worship 
is available for those who are unable or do not wish to attend worship in person. 
If you have been exposed to or tested positive to covid, please follow the current CDC 
protocols for quarantining, isolating, and masking. (see pg. 2 for guidelines as of March 
2022) 
Hand sanitizer and masks (adult and child-sized) are available inside and outside. 
When the Yancey County rate of transmission is low, we follow the phrases in red. When 
it is medium or high, we follow the phrases in bold. (Added 4/22) 
Outside the Meetinghouse: 
● Masks are optional including for singing We wear masks for singing (at 10:40am), 
but masks are otherwise optional 
● We maintain social distancing 
(For outside singing and worship, we have folding metallic chairs. Feel free to bring your 
own chair.) 
Inside the Meetinghouse: 
● Masks are optional We wear KN95 or N95 masks 
● We ensure ventilation/air flow in one of two ways: 
○ Hepa filters and ceiling fans on with windows, fireplace flue, and doors 
closed 
○ OR all windows and doors open with ceiling fans on (if no breeze, add 
one or 2 window fans) 
● We maintain social distancing (35 person limit inside, more may social distance 
on the porch when the glass wall is open) 
● We await a time when it would be safe to sing inside, sadly it is not now. 
After Worship, you are welcome to join us for fellowship outside. Bring a bag lunch and 
a chair if you wish. Drinking water is available. 
CDC Guidelines 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html 
If You Test Positive for COVID-19 
Everyone, regardless of vaccination status. 
● Stay home for 5 days. 
● If you have no symptoms or your symptoms are resolving after 5 days, you can leave your 
house. 
● Continue to wear a mask around others for 5 additional days. 
● If you have a fever, continue to stay home until your fever resolves. 
If You Were Exposed to Someone with COVID-19 
If you: Have been boosted OR Completed the primary series of Pfizer or Moderna vaccine 
within the last 
6 months OR Completed the primary series of J&J vaccine within the last 2 months 



● Wear a mask around others for 10 days. 
● Test on day 5, if possible. 
● If you develop symptoms, get a test and stay home. 
If you: Completed the primary series of Pfizer or Moderna vaccine over 6 months ago and are 
not boosted 
OR Completed the primary series of J&J over 2 months ago and are not boosted OR are 
unvaccinated 
● Stay home for 5 days. After that continue to wear a mask around others for 5 additional days. 
● If you can’t quarantine you must wear a mask for 10 days. 
● Test on day 5 if possible. 
● If you develop symptoms get a test and stay home 



Celo Friends Meeting 

Concerns for the Ukrainian Crisis  

Report  

Fourth Month, 14th Day, 2022 

A group of Friends met twice this month to discern how Celo Friends Meeting might respond to 
the humanitarian needs of Ukrainian victims following the invasion of their country. After 
thoughtful discussions, we make the following recommendations: 

(1) We request Mee*ng recognize our working group as the Ad Hoc Commi-ee for Peace 
and Social Concerns.  At this 'me the commi,ee is temporary.   We welcome and 
encourageany Friends interested in suppor'ng this effort. 

(2) Celo Friends Mee;ng donate $ 1000 to the Friends Commi-ee for Consulta;on/ 
Middle East Section (FWCC/EMES). FWCC/EMES is partnering with the British Friends 
associated with Quaker Council on European Affairs (QCEA) and the Central European 
Gathering to raise funds for basic daily needs and health supplies. Identified below are the 
websites for these two organizations: 

https://www.qcea.org/bf/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Quakers-in-Central-Europe-192044154266109 

(3)  We also recommend that the Ad hoc commi:ee evaluate possible fund-raising 
opportuni*es to allow further contribu*ons to these organiza*ons.  We would hope to 
have further sugges'ons/recommenda'ons at the next Mee'ng for Worship with 
A,en'on to Business. 

  

We are in the early stages of learning what the implications and opportunities are for how our 
meeting may help a Ukrainian family. We see this as an evolving process requiring much 
discernment and seasoning and will be reported on at a future business meeting. 

he next meeting is scheduled for April 28, 2 pm on the Meetinghouse porch.  Please join us!  If 
you want to participate but can’t make the date, contact David Johnson. 

https://www.qcea.org/bf/
https://www.facebook.com/Quakers-in-Central-Europe-192044154266109


David Johnson/Jo Ann Fernald 

Meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on SAYMA 
16 April 2022 

Present: Brian Yafee, Jennie Boyd Bull, Pana Columbus, Lydia Wexler, Lisa Rose (clerk). Barb 
Wulff joined us to hold us in worship as we undertook our work. 

We met on two occasions at the request of SAYMA’s clerk to consider Celo Friends Meeting’s 
response to the following two documents. We are asked to provide a minuted response to both 
of these before the next meeting of SAYMA’s Representative Committee on April 30th:   

● Nashville Friends Meeting Statement Regarding SAYMA 

● Ad Hoc Committee for SAYMA's Transition Guidance 

We began with the clerk’s proposal for populating the ad hoc committee that will shepherd the 
yearly meeting through the upcoming transition from fully functioning to the upcoming 
suspension of regular business, and progressed to Nashville Meeting’s statement. We 
discussed our understanding of the long-standing conflict at SAYMA and our worry that the 
conflict will continue into the pause and beyond it.  

The following is our proposal for Celo Friends Meeting’s response. 

Assuming that the proposed pause of regular SAYMA business will be approved at YM 
51, we are in unity with the clerk’s proposal that the ad hoc transition committee be 
composed of the members of the clerk’s committee as it is described on page 27 of 
SAYMA’s new Faith and Practice: “Clerk’s Advisory Committee, established in 1999 by 
the yearly meeting, is comprised of the clerks of the standing committees of SAYMA”.  

We also agree with Nashville Friends Meeting in prioritizing conflict transformation, 
spiritual grounding, and the renewal of Quaker process, followed by attention to anti-
racism and racial justice work. Our primary concern during the renewal period is that 
trust and goodwill are restored as we undertake the deep, difficult work of progressing 
toward racial justice, confronting white privilege, and making SAYMA and its monthly 
meetings a welcoming place for people of color. To that end, we hold up Nashville’s 
support of monthly meetings doing their own anti-racism work using outside resources. 
We commend the members of Atlanta Friends Meeting who are working for racial 
justice, as well as the Black Quaker Project and other organizations working on anti-
racism as resources for monthly meetings as they undertake their work on these issues. 

Approved by Celo Friends Meeting, April 17, 2022 


