
Celo Friends Meeting  

Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

May 15, 2022 

 

Present: Joanna Flynn (clerk), Jennie Boyd Bull, Charley Cloak, Jo Ann Fernald, Catherine Peck 

(recording clerk), Donna Idol, Pana Columbus, Annie Barrus, Gib Barrus, Barbara Wulff, Geeta 

McGahey, Joyce Johnson, David Johnson, Lisa Rose, Brian Yaffe, Rachel Weir.  

1. The meeting opened with a period of silence.  

 

2. Minutes from the April, 2022 Meeting for Business were read and the following 

correction made in reference to the transition committee in SAYMA: Remove the term ad 

hoc in reference to the committee.  

 

3. Nominating committee report:  

 The nominating committee is comprised of Gib Barrus, Lisa Rose, and Barb Wulff.   

 Jennie Boyd Bull is stepping down as clerk of the Adult Religious Education Committee. 

The meeting expresses appreciation for her leadership spanning the past several years. 

Chip Poston will be the clerk for the committee and other members will be Ann Maren 

Hogan and David Johnson.  

 

4. Report on the special called meeting in May for the purpose of identifying a co-clerk for 

the meeting and a clerk for the First Day School committee.  

 Joanna Flynn has had a leading to serve as clerk alone until the end of the year.  

 Two names arose for First Day School clerk. Nominating contacted the two, and both 

declined.   

 

5. Ministry and Care report:  

 M&C gathered on May 11 on the meetinghouse porch.  

 The committee’s worship sharing centered on concerns for the meeting’s children. The 

following query arose: Why is it important that the meeting and its children nurture each 

other? 

 M&C is clear that the meeting should not attempt to restart First Day School of Child 

Care on Sunday mornings until a clerk/coordinator has been found. The committee agrees 

to invite all children to Meeting for Worship.  

 M&C further agreed to request approval from Meeting for Business to make the 

clerk/coordinator of child care a paid position and that the search will extend beyond 

meeting members and attenders.      

 Catherine Reid will no longer serve as a member of M&C since her term as meeting co-

clerk has ended.  

 Catherine Peck will be M&C’s representative to the committee for special concerns.  

 A group to support Bob McGahey’s role as SAYMA clerk has formed and includes 

Catherine Peck, Lisa Rose, David Johnson, and Barb Wulff.  



 Zoom continues to meet at 11:00 am on Sunday. (The link is open at 10:30 for greetings.)  

 The question of starting a midweek meeting for worship is still open.  

 M and C proposes skipping Meeting for Business in June.  

 M&C proposes that we add singing inside the meetinghouse with masks if cases are low.  

 Joanna reports that she is trying to minimize the number of emails going out and will 

consolidate messages and announcements when possible into one email that she will send 

on Saturday mornings. 

 

6. A discussion followed regarding inviting parents to bring children to Meeting for 

Worship. If children become restless and someone other than parents take them outside, 

will that violate our child-care policy requiring more than one adult to be present at all 

times with children. Consensus was that parents could give permission on the spot for 

another adult to take their children and that this falls outside our formal First Day School 

and so outside the child-care policy. Some Friends noted that children will make noise 

and that it’s preferable for us to enjoy the children and let them become used to the adults 

sitting in silence.  

Friends agree that while we still have no formal child care system in place, Celo Friends 

meeting welcomes children to worship with us for as long as the parents feel that they are 

able. Friends have confidence that our clerk will interpret the spirit of this welcome to 

families.  

7. A discussion arose on the subject of paying a first day school clerk/coordinator as 

recommended by M&C.  The proposal is asking Meeting for Business to approve the idea 

in principal and leaving it up to M&C to set up interviews and to work with the finance 

committee on how much to pay along with other details that will need to be worked out.  

Friends approve pursuing the idea of making the First Day School clerk/coordinator a 

payed position.  

8. Discussion arose on whether to change Covid protocols to allow for singing insided the 

meetinghouse without masks. 

Since there is a new surge of another Covid variant on the horizon, Friends do not find 

unity on the proposal. For the time being we will continue to sing outside.  

Friends approve skipping Meeting for Business meeting in June since SAYMA will be 

meeting, with an option to gather in person, on that weekend.  

9. SAYMA representative report: Jennie Boyd Bull reported on several interim 

representative meetings that have been held in the run-up to the yearly meeting gathering 

in June. (The full report is attached.)  

The meeting expressed appreciation for Jennie’s faithful attendance of all the added 

representative meetings and for her careful reporting.  

10. Margithaus Committee report:  



 Jo Ann Fernald reported that Mari’s Children’s Garden Preschool had a great year. Mari 

has requested that use of the playground for preschool one day a week during the 

summer. Parents have also requested the use of the playground for three additional days 

each week. The committee proposes that we do not charge Mari for the use one day a 

week. In the fall, the preschool will continue to meet. The committee recommends 

keeping the charge during the school year the same as was during the past year. Mari has 

again requested that she be allowed to use a moveable fire ring inside the playground 

during the coming year. The Margithaus committee is not opposed to the use of a free-

standing fire ring.   

Friends approve continuing the same rental charges for the preschool (50 dollars a month 

for the playground and outhouse) and no charge in the summer. With one Friend standing 

aside, Friends approve the preschool’s use of a free-standing fire ring during the cold 

months. Friends also approve parents bringing pre-school children to playground during 

the summer. Mari will provide us with the name of two parents who can be contacted if 

there is an issue. 

 Yuri Woodstock has requested the use of the meetinghouse for his singing programs 

beginning in late May.  

Friends approve Yuri’s use of the meetinghouse and agree to keep the charge for Yuri at 

15.00 a session for the foreseeable future.   

11. Announcements. 

 Racial Equity Committee announced a program on Reparative Justice that is being 

planned for April or May.  

 David Johnson announced that the committee on Ukraine forwarded 1,000 dollars to 

FWCC where it will be distributed under the care of Quakers committees. Anyone 

wanting to support this work can contribute with a check to the Meeting earmarked for 

Ukraine.  

The committee wants to co-ordinate with Asheville Catholic charities. We will list on the 

Celo list a request for a bicycle and tricycle—and we will arrange to how the film “The 

Boys Who Said No.” It will be a fundraising event.  

 Jo Ann announced an in-person meeting for would like to have a meeting on June 5 at 

1:30 to discuss the upcoming budget, especially around our contributions to external 

organizations.   

 Geeta asked that we again consider soliciting funds for Avis Wanda to support her 

victory garden in Glenside Pennsylvania. Friends agree to advertise for a time-limited 

donation period  before the end of May.  

 

12. The meeting ending with a period of silence.  



To:      Celo Friends Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

(MFWAB) 

From: Jennie Boyd Bull, CFM SAYMA Representative, March 28, 2022 

Re:      Report on SAYMA Representative Meetings 148a March 26, 148b 

April30, and 148c May 14, 2022 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

The following report represents my understanding and does not speak for the other 

Celo participants or the approved SAYMA minutes of the 148a, b and c meetings, 

which are posted at https://sayma.org/. 

 

SAYMA Rep Meeting 148a, March 16 

The Spring SAYMA Rep Meeting 148a was held on Saturday, March 26, 2022, 

from 9 am to 5:15 pm, clerked by Bob McGahey. After an opening period of 

worship, the clerk called the roll and informed the meeting that the Brevard 

worship group has been laid down and Swannanoa Friends Meeting has withdrawn 

from SAYMA.   

     About 47 people participated by Zoom, representing 15 meetings. Visitors were 

Stuart Green, MD; Liz Dykes, FL (recording clerk in absence of Melissa Priest); 

Angela Hopkins and silent recorder (Friends Council on Racial Justice (FCRJ); and 

Star Smith (Paul Cuffee worship group).  Six Celo Meeting Friends participated: 

Bob McGahey (Clerk), Geeta McGahey (Finance), Brian Yaffe (Ministry and 

Nurture), Jennie Boyd Bull (CFM Rep), Lisa Rose (CFM SAYMA adhoc 

committee), and Catherine Peck (past CFM Rep).   

 

Agenda Revision 

Discussion of the proposed agenda lasted for two hours and was disruptive, as 

divisions within SAYMA surfaced. Friends from Berea and URJ stood aside and in 

the way, objecting that FCRJ’s work should be the priority.  Angela Hopkins with 

FCRJ, who was participatory and cooperative throughout the meeting, answered a 

question from Lisa Rose about FCRJ’s goal, process and timeline with SAYMA.  

Angela sees FCRS’s goal “to build clearness around concerns through careful 

listening and honest speaking.” The meeting agreed to revise the agenda to focus 

on the Nashville minute (see attached copy), eliminating review of five other 

minutes from monthly meetings.  To move the meeting forward, as CFM rep I 



supported withdrawal of the Celo minute, since the Nashville minute holds similar 

content.  The Finance and Ministry and Nurture reports were also removed from 

the agenda but are posted on the SAYMA website and will be attached to the 

SAYMA Rep Meeting Minute. Finance will forward two questions to monthly 

meetings for consideration. Ministry and Nurture is holding the Atlanta minute and 

other meetings’ responses and will report at Yearly Meeting. 

 

Yearly Meeting Planning Committee  

Jennifer Dickie reported that SAYMA Yearly Meeting is scheduled for Thursday 

June 16 through Sunday, June 19, at Warren Wilson College, both in person and 

with virtual access.  SAYF and Young Friends will meet only in person. The focus 

will be on worship-sharing and workshops to build community.  There will be a 

meeting for business on Friday morning. FCRJ will be included in the 

programming.  Angela Hopkins named Margaret Farmer (Asheville), Star Smith 

(Paul Cuffee worship group), Shannon Roberts (Berea), and Geeta McGahey 

(Celo) as possible FCRJ leadership for anti-racism workshops, using a “Damascus 

Road/ Mennonite” process.  

 

Worship-Sharing 

We then broke into 5 facilitated worship-sharing groups of 8+ people each for over 

an hour, which extended into our lunch time.  Worship-sharing focused on two 

queries: “How do I choose to love when it is difficult?” and “How do I fit Truth 

I’ve been given with Truth others have received?” Deep sharing softened and 

connected us: “We have no choice but to love in community.” 

 

Responses to Nashville Minute 

The Nashville Friends Meeting Statement Regarding SAYMA (3/6/22) was posted 

on screen and 8 monthly meetings reported on their response, although several 

monthly meetings, like Celo, had not yet responded formally.  Charlottesville, 

Nashville, Berea, Columbia, Celo, Chattanooga, Atlanta, and Asheville all 

responded.  Friends agreed that SAYF is a “core function” of SAYMA, although it 

is not directly mentioned in the minute.   

     As Celo rep, I shared a brief history of our Racial Equality Committee (REC) 

and SAYMA Adhoc Committee, our January minute uniting with the Atlanta 

Minute on Reparative Justice, and REC’s plans for further education on reparative 



justice. I noted that the Racial Equity Committee at its March meeting supported 

the work of FCRJ with SAYMA and requested clarity on its goals, process, and 

timeline, to be presented to Celo April MFWAB. (March 23 REC meeting minutes 

attached.) 

 

Worship-Sharing 

We then returned to our worship-sharing groups for an hour to discuss two queries: 

“How will we demonstrate love in our actions as a Yearly Meeting?” and  

“How might SAYMA’s future be transformed?” Again, deep listening and sharing 

supported hopeful opening to our future as a Yearly Meeting.  We then gathered 

for a half-hour worship-sharing of the whole body, with a notable softening of 

tensions and sense of community.  

 

Ad Hoc Committee for SAYMA Guidance Through the Transition Period  

The clerk presented an adhoc committee proposal for adoption at Yearly Meeting 

in June, to support SAYMA’s transition to a period of suspension of business. The 

proposal included the clerk appointing a diverse committee of 6 to 8 members. 

Friends expressed resistance to the clerk’s appointing committee members, 

although the rest of the proposal was supported.  The clerk agreed to work with 

others on the naming process for the committee. 

      After much discussion, the meeting agreed to send the Nashville Minute and 

the revised Ad Hoc Committee proposal to monthly meeting clerks and reps for 

consideration, reporting back to SAYMA before the June 13 Yearly Meeting.  A 

SAYMA Rep meeting before Yearly Meeting will be called to review responses.   

     Charles Schade identified the need for a clerk or co-clerks during the transition 

period, since Bob stated his term will end at Yearly Meeting. He presented a 

detailed process for laying down SAYMA and its finances if there is no clerk. 

Many found this option shocking, but a legal necessity if required. 

     As Celo Rep, I supported the adhoc transition plan, with revised appointment 

process and input from monthly meetings, moving beyond “either/or” thinking 

toward a hopeful intention to “make it work.” At the end of the long and 

challenging day, my sense of the meeting is that together we found a way forward 

for SAYMA in the next year or two, with an ad hoc committee overseeing core 

functions while we rebuild community as outlined in the Nashville minute.  

Closure  



Catherine Peck thanked Bob McGahey for his faithful and diligent service as clerk 

of SAYMA. 

     Monthly meetings were urged to create timely called meetings to report on the 

Nashville Minute and the AdHoc Committee proposal by June 13 at Yearly 

Meeting. The Rep Meeting 148a Minutes with attachments and the Nashville 

Minute and Ad Hoc Committee proposal will be posted on the SAYMA website 

and sent to monthly meeting clerks and reps a soon as they are revised.  

     The Meeting closed with worship. 

 

Celo Friends Meeting Response, April 17 

At its Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business (MFWAB) on April 17, the 

meeting adopted the attached response, as presented by the SAYMA adhoc 

committee, clerked by Lisa Rose. The committee met twice to season the response. 

The meeting united with the clerk’s proposal of a clerk’s committee, as stated in 

Faith and Practice, and supported the Nashville minute, holding up monthly 

meetings doing their own anti-racism work.  

 

SAYMA Rep Meeting 148b, April 30 

Following opening worship, the clerk read his 4/1/2022 letter re SAYMA 

transition guidance and reception of 11 responses from monthly meetings. He 

emphasized that the proposed ad hoc committee would be laid down at end of 

Yearly Meeting 51 in June and that SAYMA as a nonprofit is legally required to 

have a clerk and treasurer, so these positions must be filled by end of Yearly 

Meeting. 37 Friends attended the meeting, which was held by Zoom.  Four CFM 

Friends participated: Bob McGahey, Geeta McGahey, Brian Yaffe, and Jennie 

Boyd Bull. 

 

Reports from Monthly Meetings 

Representatives from 13 monthly meetings reported on their meetings’ responses: 

Asheville, Atlanta, Berea, Birmingham, Celo, Charleston, Chattanooga, Columbia, 

Crossville, Nashville, Memphis, W.Knoxville, and Greenville. A wide variety of 

responses emerged—from no response to approval of the Nashville minute and 

proposed ad hoc committee, to creation of a Naming Committee, with varied 

responses to FCRJ leadership on racial justice issues. The Naming Committee 

proposal from Pat Gally of Berea received further discussion. 



 

Worship Groups 

Friends convened into five breakout groups for worship-sharing on the queries: 

 “How do I feel about a pause in SAYMA business meetings for at least a 

year?” 

 “Is there another path forward we are overlooking?” 

Each group then reported back to the whole, with varied responses and resources 

offered. It became clear that we had not reached unity on a pause. 

 

Naming Committee: 

The clerk announced that he would convene the Clerk’s Committee before Yearly 

Meeting. The Naming Committee will be composed of the clerk and 4 others? to 

bring forward a slate for the Nominating Committee. Several Friends offered to 

serve on the Nominating Committee and the meeting discerned to remove the 

selection process from this meeting. The clerk will create a called meeting for the 

Naming Committee, with three names to be brought forward on the slate. 

     Minutes were approved, stating no unity on a pause but agreeing that no 

SAYMA rep meetings for business will be held in 2022 and 2023.  SAYF and 

Yearly Meeting will continue and quarterly or regional meetings are encouraged. 

The Clerk’s Committee will consider programming for these meetings, with racial 

justice trainings an option.   

     The meeting then clarified members of the clerk’s committee, to include 

officers (assistant clerk, treasurer, recording secretary), clerks of standing 

committees, and others at the clerk’s discretion.  Instead of “pause” the phrase 

“path forward in how we meet” was selected, with a focus on diversity in the 

committee. 

 

SAYMA Rep Meeting 148C, May 14 

A brief meeting (9 – 10:15 a.m.) was held to confirm the clerk’s appointment of a 

3-person Naming Committee to fill three vacant slots on the Nominating 

Committee before SAYMA Yearly Meeting June 16-19. Twenty-five Friends 

participated, including Bob and Geeta McGahey, Brian Yaffe, and Jennie Boyd 

Bull from Celo. 

The meeting began with a period of worship, at the end of which the clerk named 

Kit Potter (Nashville), Melissa Preast (W.Knoxville) and Morgan Murray 



(Asheville) as the Naming Committee.  All three have agreed to serve.  The 

meeting minuted acceptance.    

Star Smith presented a query “What are you doing that demonstrates commitment 

to racial equity in your personal life, meeting, and SAYMA?” The meeting then 

devolved into conflict on whether the URJ Committee and clerk are self-selected. 

Star recommended Lenape Among the Quakers: Life of Hannah Freeman, by 

Dawn Marsh.  The Clerk ended the Meeting with silence. 

 

Summary 

Through the difficult process of these three meetings in March, April, and May, 

SAYMA has resolved to continue as a Yearly Meeting, discontinuing the often-

contentious Representative Meetings for 2022 and 2023, to focus on building 

community and anti-racism work by monthly meetings and in smaller groupings.           

 

“Seeking Spirit In Each Other” is the theme of the hybrid June 16-19 Yearly 

Meeting at Warren Wilson College, including in-person SAYF and families. The 

focus of business will be the Nominating Committee’s presentation of a new clerk, 

finance clerk, and other positions to support continued functioning of SAYMA. 

 

Attachments: 

 CFM Racial Equity Committee Meeting Notes, March 23, 2022 

 Nashville Friends Meeting Statement Regarding SAYMA, March 6, 2022 

 Ad Hoc Committee for SAYMA Guidance in Transition Period, March 26 

 CFM Minute on SAYMA, April 17, 2022 

  



Margithaus Committee Meeting 
May 2, 2022 

 
Present: Peggy, JoAnn, Rachel, Sam, Pana, Mari 
 
Mari reported that pre-school had a wonderful year with the last day being June 8th. 

1-Mari requested use of the playground on Tuesday mornings again this summer for 
 families who would like to send their pre-schoolers.  

 
2-Mari also explained that some parents from the pre-school program asked to use the 

 playground on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings for cooperative play with 
 parents taking turns to be with the children.  Mari will identify the parent contacts. 
  
 3-Last year CFM did not charge for use of the playground during the summer and it was 
 felt  that we should continue this practice this year.  
  
 4-It was also noted that the playground is still open to other children who might 
occasionally  visit with a parent or grandparent over the summer.  Mari will convey this 
information to the  parent group as well as showing the group how to return the space so the 
first day schoolers  can use it. 
 
 5-Mari plans to have pre-school outside again this year starting in mid-August. The 
 charge for the use of the playground and outhouse is $50 a month, unchanged from last 
 year.  
 
 6-Mari would like to add a portable fire ring to the playground rather than using the 
 chimney in the old Meetinghouse area when the weather gets colder.  Sam felt that it 
was too dangerous for young children to be near the fire but was willing to step aside if others 
were comfortable with the plan.  JoAnn and Peggy felt it would be best to put the fire ring to 
the side of the playground away from the center of active play to avoid potential accidents.  A 
safer spot was chosen on the playground that is off to the side and already a quiet time area 
used for stories and snacks.  (Fire pit Information is included at the end of this report.) 
  

Due to several committee members having to leave prior to the end of the meeting, the 
issue  of the fire ring was not completely discussed. Following the meeting, Mari asked 
that Pre-school staff have the flexibility to move the fire ring.  Margithaus Committee 
would like to  delay a recommendation in order to get further clarity on the fire pit and 
its location at the fall  Margithaus Committee meeting. 

 
Rachel reported that Yuri will be starting his use of the meeting house for singing on the 
evening of Sunday, May 25th. The rental charge is $15 each time. He will be responsible for 
cleaning up. 
 
Rachel will be away May 29th until mid-June. She will ask the greeters to check the 



outhouse before they leave and make sure the accordion window door is closed. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Peggy Tibbits 
 



 

  



  



Celo Friends Meeting Covid Protocols 

(Approved 4/17/22) 

At Celo Friends Meeting, we respect our members, attenders and guests. Some of our 

members/attenders are very vulnerable to the covid virus. As such, we ask that you 

help us keep them healthy by adhering to these protocols. A Zoom Meeting for Worship 

is available for those who are unable or do not wish to attend worship in person. 

If you have been exposed to or tested positive to covid, please follow the current CDC 

protocols for quarantining, isolating, and masking. (see pg. 2 for guidelines as of March 

2022) 

Hand sanitizer and masks (adult and child-sized) are available inside and outside. 

When the Yancey County rate of transmission is low, we follow the phrases in red. When 

it is medium or high, we follow the phrases in bold. 

Outside the Meetinghouse: 

● Masks are optional including for singing We wear masks for singing (at 10:40am), 

but masks are otherwise optional 

● We maintain social distancing 

(For outside singing and worship, we have folding metallic chairs. Feel free to bring your 

own chair.) 

Inside the Meetinghouse: 

● Masks are optional We wear KN95 or N95 masks 

● We ensure ventilation/air flow in one of two ways: 

○ Hepa filters and ceiling fans on with windows, fireplace flue, and doors 

closed 

○ OR all windows and doors open with ceiling fans on (if no breeze, add 

one or 2 window fans) 

● We maintain social distancing (35 person limit inside, more may social distance 

on the porch when the glass wall is open) 

● We await a time when it would be safe to sing inside, sadly it is not now. 



After Worship, you are welcome to join us for fellowship outside. Bring a bag lunch and 

a chair if you wish. Drinking water is available. 

Margithaus remains closed at this time except for the bathroom use by handicapped 

persons. 

CDC Guidelines 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html 

If You Test Positive for COVID-19 

Everyone, regardless of vaccination status. 

● Stay home for 5 days. 

● If you have no symptoms or your symptoms are resolving after 5 days, you can leave your 

house. 

● Continue to wear a mask around others for 5 additional days. 

● If you have a fever, continue to stay home until your fever resolves. 

If You Were Exposed to Someone with COVID-19 

If you: Have been boosted OR Completed the primary series of Pfizer or Moderna vaccine 

within the last 

6 months OR Completed the primary series of J&J vaccine within the last 2 months 

● Wear a mask around others for 10 days. 

● Test on day 5, if possible. 

● If you develop symptoms, get a test and stay home. 

If you: Completed the primary series of Pfizer or Moderna vaccine over 6 months ago and are 

not boosted 

OR Completed the primary series of J&J over 2 months ago and are not boosted OR are 

unvaccinated 

● Stay home for 5 days. After that continue to wear a mask around others for 5 additional days. 

● If you can’t quarantine you must wear a mask for 10 days. 

● Test on day 5 if possible. 

● If you develop symptoms get a test and stay home 


