
Celo Friends Meeting
Minutes from the Meeting for Business
August 21, 2022

We met in person on the meetinghouse porch.
Present: Geeta McGahey, Bob McGahey, Joyce Johnson, Marilyn Cade, Joanna Flynn (clerk),
Barb Wulff, Brian Yaffe, Lisa Rose, Gib Barrus, Catherine Peck (recording clerk), Rachel Weir,
Mari Ohta

1. The Meeting opened with a period of worshipful silence.
2. The minutes from the July 17, 2022, meeting were read an approved with the following
corrections:
The minutes read that the Nominating committee approved two new members for the
ARE committee. They should read that the Meeting for Worship approved two new
members for the ARE committee.
The minutes read that corrections were made to the minutes of the June MfB, but they
should read that the previous meeting was in May since we did not meet in June.
The last Meeting for Business was on July 17 th and not on the 24 th as documented.
For the minute on the building of the gazebo, the earlier discussion was from August
2021.
Skya is planning to attend UNC Chapel Hill.

3. Called Meeting for Outreach Funding:
Joyce Johnson read the minutes of the called outreach meeting and read the list of
allocations proposed by the outreach meeting.
A discussion clarified that Habitat for Humanity does not need money this year. We
won’t take them off the list but will not contribute this year. Other organizations will
stay on the list for consideration in future years though no money allocated this year.
A Friend noted that SafePlace women’s shelter has been left off the list. The minutes
of the outreach meeting were amended to reflect that we are setting a place holder for
Safe Place with an intention to fund it.
A Friend noted that the minutes of the outreach meeting as read and attached here
might not be the correct document.

Friends agree to defer decisions on outreach donations until September, 2022, when Jo Ann
Fernald can be present. Joanna will alert Jo Ann.

4. First Day School Overview:
Joanna read the proposal for First Day School overview, process, and time line
(originally presented in July) having removed the hiring information since Marilyn
Cade has offered to coordinate FDS for the foreseeable future without requiring
payment.
A Friend suggested that we amend the proposal to say that approximately 2 hours will
be required for the coordinator or a designated substitute on any given Sunday.



Friends approved the FDS overview as amended.

5. First Day School Coordinator
Joanna read the job description (attached).
A discussion followed on the need to refine language around Quaker values.
Friends agreed to insert the following sentence before the list of specific values: “Organizes,
oversees, and adapts FDS programming based on the needs of the children and youth in
the Meeting in the living Quaker tradition, which can include the following:”
Friends were reminded that just getting started is a big challenge and that this
document will be revised on a regular basis as we assess what is most needed.

6. SAYMA updates:
Joanna read Jennie Boyd Bull’s summary of the SAYMA yearly gathering from June
(attached).
Bob McGahey pointed out that the SAYMA Web page is currently inactive until the
Web master is formally nominated and approved. Minutes from the gathering won’t
be available until the Web page is up and running.
Bob also reported that SAYMA ended up $12,000 in the red this year and drew
attention to an appeal for donations that has been sent out. Celo Friends are
encouraged to donate.

7. Ministry and Care report:
M&amp;C met in person on Wednesday, August 10.
During worship/sharing members of M&amp;C considered the following question: What
does Quaker process mean to you and how does it relate to the quality of worship?
From worship/sharing arose the following query for the month: How can we better
trust the spirit to lead us as a community?
M&amp;C recommends that Marilyn Cade be approved as First Day School coordinator
beginning today (August 21 2022), waiving the usual process in order to expedite
restarting children’s programming.
Following up on our understanding of the relationship with Arthur Morgan School:
AMS is only asking CFM to announce that they are seeking a Quaker to join the
board both to accommodate the by-laws and to benefit from the Quaker presence. A
Friend noted that CFM and AMS have always had a fluid relationship rather than a
formal one. We will continue to support AMS an informal basis.
Barb Wulff will be contact person from the meeting to AMS for the time being.

Friends enthusiastically approved Marilyn Cade as the as the First Day School
Coordinator beginning August 21, 2022 and agreed to waive the usual nominating process
in order to expedite restarting children’s programming.

8. Covid Protocols:
Joanna read a recommended that we add the following sentence: “We encourage all



members and attenders to MfW to wear N 95 or KN 95 masks to protect those most
vulnerable from becoming infected.”
o A discussion ensued, with some people wanting to accommodate attenders
who don’t want to come to Meeting for Worship if masks are required inside
the meetinghouse. Others contended that a “masks optional” policy will make
others feel vulnerable and might lead regular attenders to stay away.
Friends agreed that this point needs to be decided at a called meeting. Protocols will stay
the same until after the called meeting, which will be held on September 4 at 1:00 either on
the porch or at the chimney site.
9. Marshall Worship Group:

David Johnson and Lydia Wexler will represent CFM by attending the worship group
for the time being.
10. Minute of Appreciation for Catherine Reid (attached):
Ministry and Care presented the following minute of appreciation for Catherine Reid,
who recently finished her term as clerk/co-clerk for CFM. The text of the minute
follows:
When Catherine answered the call to become co-clerk of Celo Friends Meeting
three years ago, she took a leap into the unknown and guided, inspired, and
reassured us all by turning challenging situations into inspiration. For one year
of her term she clerked alone, and she held Celo Friends in her loving arms as
she shepherded us through the darkness that Covid created. Her abiding desire
was to help find ways to hold Friends together when, for almost two years, we
could not meet together.

Friends enthusiastically approved the minute of appreciation for Catherine Reid.

11. Nominating:
Barb Wulff noted that we have not formally approved the committee members for the
FDS committee. Nominating would like to put forward Mari Ohta, Gib Barrus, and
Pana Columbus. Until they are approved at the next MfB, these friends will serve as a
working group for Marilyn, as coordinator.
We still need a clerk of Building and Grounds. Please contact Barb with suggestions
for this position.

Next month is the beginning of our every-two-year nominating process. September
MfB attenders will serve as the naming committee for three new members of the
nominating committee. Formerly serving members can be named again.
Margithaus committee would like to add another member.

12. Margithaus committee:
Rachel Weir read the minutes of the most recent committee meeting (attached).
Geeta McGahey reported that she has reconsidered her stance against the addition of
a fire-pit in the playground and now strongly urges the meeting to approve it.



Friends agree that the question of the fire pit will be addressed at the next business
Meeting.

13. Bob McGahey would like to see Celo meeting become an endorser of the Urgent Call
that has been sent from a group of Friends concerned about the future of democracy in
America. Bob wishes to make a special announcement requesting that CFM Friends read
the Urgent Call and that they come prepared to discuss CFM’s response at the next
business meeting. He will draft an announcement and send it to Joanna.

14. World Quaker Day is October 3 rd . Friends are encouraged to visit other meetings and to
welcome people to our meeting from other meetings.

15. The meeting closed with a period of worshipful silence.


