
Minutes of the October 16, 2022 Meeting for worship with Attention to Business

Present: Jenny Boyd Bull, Joyce Johnson, Brian Yaffe, David Johnson, Rachel Weir, Gib Barrus, Mari
Ohta, Joanna Flynn (clerk), Catherine Peck (recording clerk).

1. The meeting opened with a period of silence.
2. Minutes from 9/18/22 were read and approved with the following corrections:

a. Rachel Weir was previously named as CFM’s sponsor to the Domestic Violence Shelter
providing that SafePlace establishes a presence in Yancey County. It is still unclear
whether or when a shelter will be established.

b. Finance: the budget will be considered in November rather than this month.
3. Minutes were read from the called meeting regarding the Urgent Call. AttachedUnder

consideration was whether CFM will respond to the Urgent Call (see the attached report for
details). The report concluded that all members of the called meeting expressed personal support
but the called meeting ultimately did not approve having CFM endorse the Urgent Call as a
meeting.

4. Ministry and Care Report:
a. Current Covid guidelines:

i. M&C decided it is no longer needed to have a children’s corner in MfW but a
few soft toys will be welcome by parents of young children.

ii. M&C recommends a called meeting to make decisions about new Covid
guidelines.

Friends approved the called meeting for updating Covid guidelines, and agreed to meet on 10/23 at
2:00 via Zoom.

b. Query for the coming month: What is my role in strengthening our beloved community?
(After discussion, Friends agreed that the term “beloved community” should not be
capitalized.)

c. First Day School (FDS)oversight:
i. There are enough volunteers to have two groups of young children. There are

plans for teenagers, but we have not had them in attendance. A new plan is being
devised to create events for teens at a different time.

ii. FDS is looking into a mini-split for the FDS room.
iii. Exuberant thanks were extended to Gib and Marilyn for their hard work in

re-establishing First Day School after such a long hiatus.
d. Meeting House Use

i. Sacred Harp community singers request use of meetinghouse one Sunday
afternoon a month.

ii. Bob and Geeta request meetinghouse on December 31 for renewal of vows.
iii. CCI has requests use of meetinghouse for committees on Wednesday evenings

(without heat) and this coming Wednesday was planned as a trial. Gib reported,
however, that it probably will no longer be needed; so Friends agreed that the
request is now moot.

Friends approved the use of the meetinghouse by Sacred Harp singers on one Sunday afternoon
each month beginning on November 13. The group will contact Margithaus committee to discuss a
contribution.



Friends approved Bob and Geeta’s request to use the meetinghouse on December 31 to renew their
wedding vows. The Margithaus committee will work out the details.

e. Marshall Group

October’s meeting will be on the last Sunday, October 30th. They are calling themselves a
Quaker circle. We hope to continue to send supporters. We propose providing print
material---duplicate books from our library, pamphlets, etc., and we also propose supporting
them with help paying for a place to meet that is more accessible especially in winter. Other
than Chris and Bruce there may be 4 other people. Questions and discussions arose about the
nature of the relationship going forward.  After discussion, the Friends agreed that we should
we ask representatives of the small group to come to a Meeting for Business to discuss the
nature of our ongoing relationship.

5. Nominating Committee:
a. Of people named at Strawberry Creek method for the nominating committee, only one

agreed to serve on Nominating committee. Nominating asks for approval to have only
two people on the committee for upcoming round of nominations.

Friends approved Gib Barrus and Donna Idol as members of the Nominating Committee over the
next two year cycle.

b. Gib requested a minute noting that Marilyn Cade, Gib Barrus, Mari Ohta, and Pana
Columbus have been approved as the FDS committee.

6. Margithaus Committee:
a. The Margithaus committee has met to discuss a fire pit in the children’s playground, and

reported that after a great deal of careful consideration the committee has reached
consensus on the idea of using a brazier, which can be moved around as needed.

Friends approved the use of a brazier in the children’s playground.

Mari expressed deep appreciation for the process and for Friends openness to consider that this will be an
opportunity for children to learn as well as a way to keep them warmer in the winter months.

7. First Day School Committee:
a. Gib reported that there is an active program with children coming every week. Volunteers

are adequate for now but more people are definitely needed. Ben Peverall and Oscar
Rouse are interested in being paid helpers.

Friends approved Ben and Oscar as the paid childcare helpers going forward.

b. Gib explained that the FDS committee is planning to “cast a wide net” in the teen
community and will propose special events and topics for discussion that will be relevant
to them. Ben Peverall is excited about providing some leadership for such a group. He
will be available until December.



c. First Day School building: It’s in use, but the feeling is that the kerosene monitor is not a
good alternative for heat. The committee is discussing installing a minisplit. Gib emailed
the Building and Grounds committee for their input. There is not a clerk yet for that
committee, but Gred responded to say that there are other issues that might need to be
addressed in the First Day School building.

d. The upcoming SAYF gathering is from Ocyober 21st to 23rd Swannonoa Valley Friends
Meeting. Two of our teens are considering attending.

8. Racial Equity Committee
a. Jennie Boyd Bull reported on the Literary Festival visit to the graves on the McDowell

Ridge. Jennie Read the report and a poem by Jacinta White, author of Resurrecting the
Bones (Press 53, 2019). Clark Tibbits is taking the lead on next steps regarding how CCI
and CFM can commemorate the unmarked graves.

b. SAYMA is organizing groups to discuss racial justice issues that will meet monthly via
zoom. 6 groups mixed by meetings and one person of color group. Seven members of our
meeting are participating. Sharon Star Smith and Shannon Smith will teach some of the
modules.

c. REC is discussing our desire to re-focus our racial equity work on local issues.

9. Follow up on Dig In contribution.
a. Many Friends attended the Dig In/Empty Bowls event and provided food.
b. There is a proposal that a special account be formed at United Community Bank into

which Friends can donate funds for support of Dig In.

Friends approved a special account at United Community Bank as a way for individuals to add to
the meeting’s line item on Dig In as led. Those funds will be distributed quarterly. (This will be in
addition to the $400 a year to Dig In that the meeting has approved as part of its community
support.)

10. David Johnson requested that we change the name of the committee that has been meeting in
support of Ukraine to “the Ad Hoc Committee for Refugees.”

Friends approved the new name for the committee on Ukraine and will call it the Ad Hoc
Committee for Refugees. The committee will be asking for contributions to CFM with a note so that
funds will go into a special account that Jo Ann Fernald is setting up.  The committee will decide
how to distribute the money as needs arise, and then will seek approval from the MfB each time.

11. Fall work day: Rachel proposed that we have a work day on the 19th of November from 9-12.
Appreciation was extended to Rachel for organizing a work day in the absence of a clerk for
Building and Grounds.

12. FWCC Friends World Committee for Consultation.  Rachel attended.    Her report: FWCC is
looking at the effect of covid on meetings. Looking at a respons. Having a capital campaign to



fund programs. This is the section of the Americas group. Trying to establish equity in the group.
Majority of people in the Americas are Spanish speaking. Geeta is regional coordinator for SE
region which includes Jamaica. Anyone interested meeting with other friends of other traditions.
FWCC--- next section of Americas is going to be in Greensboro March 23 rd to 26.

13. Avis McClintock has sent a letter of appreciation for our contribution to the Victory Garden and
the letter is available to read on the bulletin board in Margithaus.

14. The meeting closed with a period of silence.

Respectfully submitted by Catherine Peck


