
  Celo Friends Meeting
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business
20 November 2022

Present: Joanna Flynn (clerk), Barb Wulff, Donna Idol, Jennie Boyd Bull, Gib Barrus, Peggy Tibbits, Brian
Yaffee, Jo Ann Fernald, Bob McGahey, Mari Ohta, Rachel Weir, Ashton, Lisa Rose (recording)

The meeting began with a period of worshipful silence.

Reading of Minutes
Minutes for tenth month were read and approved with the following corrections:

1. Add, “Jennie read a poem by Jacinta White at this visit”,
2. There will be two new ‘special account’ line items in our bank account, to enable clear

record-keeping when donations are designated for Dig In Garden and the Refugee Aid Committee.
3. Barb Wulff was in attendance at the meeting.
4. Jennie’s name is misspelled in the list of attendees.

Minutes for the special called meeting on Covid protocols were read and approved with these corrections:
1. Replace the word “handicapped” with “accessible”.

Finance Report, Jo Ann Fernald
We looked at the 2023 Draft Budget a second time. Note: Next year there will be a 13-month budget (with
two Decembers) because we’re changing from a fiscal to calendar year budget. Total Meeting expenditures
for the 2023 budget are now $19,675, a total increase of $175.

We approve the 2023 budget with the following changes:

Under Expenditures/Annual Donations/Quaker: There were several open lines being held for further
investigation and discernment. These will be filled by:

1. $100 to Friends Center for Racial Justice. Geeta attended their recent meeting and recommended
this amount.

2. $150 to Friends Peace Teams. Judy Scheckel and Jo Ann looked into them. It’s likely the money
will be used specifically for Ukraine.

3. $200 to Right Sharing of World Resources, Geeta asked for this $25 increase.

Together these result in an increase of $175 in annual donations to Quaker organizations.

Under Childcare: In order to support parents and create increased stability in First Day School, Marilyn
suggests changing to a stipend of $20 per day for paid child care workers. In the past they were paid hourly.
It’s usually 1.5 hours maximum each week. This money is already in the budget.



Ministry and Care Report, Gib Barrus
Zoom Brian reports that a small but faithful group attends Meeting for Worship on Zoom each week. They
feel this is beneficial and should be continued.

Website A link to our website and the password will be included in the Clerk’s Saturday Updates. We hope to
encourage folks to use it, as the Meeting’s information is now mostly held on the website and it is easily
accessible there. David will guide M&C next month in thinking about how awareness of M&C’s role might be
raised. People don’t necessarily know how M&C could help them. We plan to include additional info about
M&C on the website.

Committee Membership Rachel is stepping down from M&C and Brian is moving away, so we are requesting
2 addt’l members. We also need a co-clerk for the Meeting, so it’s possible that could mean adding 3 new
members. Catherine Peck is willing to take on the managerial side of clerking, and David will be the
Recording Clerk.

SAYMA M&N Committee Brian will also be stepping down from his role on this committee. Bob McGahey is
already on the committee ex-officio, and is called to serve in this way. The meeting approves.

CFM Special Concerns Fund Brian also serves as M&C’s liaison for communicating needs that arise within
the CFM community. M&C will name someone else to fill that role.

Marshall Quaker Circle This group doesn’t necessarily consider itself a worship/religious group.They don’t
want to turn people off by being another church. They meet on the last Sunday of each month at the
Presbyterian church to have a worship-like experience after the manner of Friends. They would love to have
visitors, and we’re encouraging them to visit us. It’s a group we feel some connection to; the Howell’s have
come to CFM over the years. We are not asked to be responsible for fostering them as a worship group.

Potluck. We considered a question that arose during the recent Special Called (Zoom) Meeting to consider
how we worship and gather: When it’s very cold outside, can people go inside the Meeting House for
potluck? After discussion, we agreed that we are not ready to step up to full potlucks until spring when it’s
warmer. A note: Our caretaker has expressed a preference for not having food in the meetinghouse. For the
winter, we will continue to have finger food potlucks outside. There’s no need for a table cloth or any other
preparation.

Query for November: What is my role as a Friend in the healing of our country’s divisions?

Singing Inside the Meeting House, Joanna Flynn
Last Sunday there was singing inside the Meeting House despite the agreement to only sing outdoors.
Friends who were present said it was a thing that welled up in the moment when many were vulnerable and
grieving over the recent suicide in our community. It was very cold, many people were inside, and it felt
important to sing together.



In the wake of this, the Meeting considered whether we may actually want change our agreement and sing
indoors this winter. It was noted that we are actually already singing indoors as the children are going to First
Day School. Some are fearful of a COVID resurgence and prefer to require masks, and others would like to
encourage masks but not require them. A question arose: Is it safe for me to wear a mask to protect myself
when others are singing around me without masks? If adding social distance, we think yes.

MINUTE: Singing is important to our community, and we agree that indoor singing is now approved,
with masks recommended.

Changing Our Heating Fuel Provider and Meeting House Use, Joanna Flynn
We have a request from Katherine Savage to use the Meeting House this coming Tuesday to provide support
for the community in their grief over the suicide of Julius Polgar. We currently use Amergas, but they’re
having major problems so we are trying to switch to Blossman. but are running very low on fuel to heat the
building. We are trying to make it to Dec. 6th without refilling so that the tank can be replaced.

We would like to make the space available for this meeting, so we agreed that Peggy or Gib will contact
Katherine Savage to let her know about the situation. We will offer to heat the building with portable heaters
and a fire. Gib will contact Katherine with the appropriate forms and to communicate this.

In general, things are opening up and we’re open to having the building used. There is a checklist to be used
by groups who rent the space. Gib calculated the cost to warm the space (which takes about 24 hrs). It’s
about $70.

Nominating
A special called meeting for the Strawberry Creek Nominating Process will take place in the Meeting House
November 27, at 2 pm.

Open positions we will consider:
● Co-clerk to serve with Joanna Flynn
● Ministry and Care (2 people)
● Clerk for Buildings and Grounds
● Finance (1 person)
● Margithaus (1 person)
● Someone to assist Becky with cemetery care
● Library (1 person)

Nominating recommends not filling these positions:
● Newsletter.  Joanna’s Saturday update is filling that need
● Feed-a-Child. It is ongoing, but Ron Abraham agreed that it’s probaly better to support  Dig In at

this point.
● Record Keeper-job description for this is still being explored.



We approved an ad hoc group to look at care of the Meeting’s records. Donna will convene and clerk. The
committee will meet to consider how best to keep our records up to date-our records are in different places
and require different methods of updating.

Other open positions:
● Racial Equity would welcome more participants but it will not go to Strawberry Creek.
● Conscientious Objector resource person-maybe Danny Blose, not a job with a job description.

Welcoming Committee Job Description, Jennie Boyd Bull
A revised version of this document was read. We recommend taking out individual names and other specifics
that change frequently. Jennie will send this question to FDS committee: When will children return to
Meeting? We agreed that we would like them to formally return to Meeting, for the sake of closure in First
Day School.

First Day School, Mari Ohta
The children have been practicing carols from around the world, and will come and sing at Meeting on
December 18th. They will also walk to homes nearby and sing. This will be more of a presentation than a
sing-a-long. They have been thinking of singing outside with the doors open. Could it take place inside? Yes,
with masks recommended.

Oscar Rouse and Ben Peverall have started taking turns as paid childcare helpers. No update on the heat in
FDS building.

The meeting closed with a period of worshipful silence.


