
Celo Friends Meeting
Minutes of the meeting for business
12/18/2022

Present: Barbara Wulff, Annie Barrus, Joanna Flynn (clerk), Jennie Boyd Bull, Jo Ann Fernald,
Brian Yaffe, David Johnson, Charley Cloak, Gib Barrus, Catherine Peck (recording clerk), Lucy
Perry, Chip Poston Rachel Weir

1. The meeting opened with a period of silence.
2. Minutes were read from November 20 and approved with the following corrections:

a. Clarify the minute on Feed-a-Child under nominations. Change to “Feed a Child
is ongoing in Yancey County, but the meeting has discontinued our fundraising
line.

3. Ministry and Care Report from 12/14/22
● The query for the coming month is: How does gratitude lead to healing in our lives

and in our community?
● M&C recommends that Meeting for Business hear David Johnson’s updates on Covid

in the community and discuss whether to change our current protocols generally but
around singing in particular.

● MFB should consider whether or not to have Christmas Eve singing inside the
meetinghouse.

● M&C recommends that the meetinghouse be open on Christmas Morning for MfB. If
someone does not volunteer to clerk we suggest simply announcing that the
meetinghouse will be open.

● As clerk of Ministry and Care, Catherine P. expresses the committee’s appreciation
for Rachel Weir and Brian Yaffe who will be leaving M &C.

4. The meeting heard David Johnson’s reports on Covid.
● David recommends that Meeting for Business be held in the meetinghouse for the

foreseeable future so that attendees can social distance.
● It has been suggested that we change the time for singing from the beginning of

meeting to the end so that people can leave the meetinghouse who don’t want to be
inside for the singing. But David (along with Geeta) recommends that we leave
singing at the start of meeting. “The value of singing to the community rises above
the modest risk.”

● David and Geeta strongly recommend that people wear masks even when singing but
not that we should require it.

Friends agreed to recommend, but not to require, that everyone wear a mask at all times
inside the meetinghouse and Margithaus.  If someone is wearing a mask we ask Friends to
respect their social distancing requirements.



● David also strongly encourages everyone to get up to date on Covid and flu
vaccinations and that we increase the rate at which air is filtered through our HEPA
filters. \

Friends approved the recommendations above and agreed that we will move MfB to the
meetinghouse. The clerk will repeat the need for Friends to speak loudly and clearly when
wearing a mask.

5. Christmas Concerns:
● There was a discussion about the wisdom of holding our traditional Christmas Eve

singing inside the meetinghouse, noting that it has been filled the meetinghouse in the
past but noting, too, that the weather forecast was for single digit temperatures.

Friends decided to hold the Christmas Eve carol sing outside at the Celo Community
Center around a fire. Gib will start a fire and start the singing at 5:00.

With appreciation, Friends agree that Jennie Boyd Bull may step in as  clerk for Christmas
morning if no one else does, and also thank Rachel for warming the meetinghouse and starting a
fire.

6. Finance committee report from Jo Ann Fernald (available on the CFM Web site):
● Jo Ann Highlighted the following:

o Last year we just met our budget of $15,000 because we added two months to
our budget year.

o We had additional expenditures on the Quaker side that meeting approved.
o Some lines are higher than anticipated thanks to outreach, Zoom subscriptions

and the Web site. Next year’s budget will reflect those additions.
o The cost of Insurance went up with liability on our trustees added and the

company’s increase.
o Utilities. Propane increased to more than $800.
o Under restricted donations, each line looks different reflecting people’s

earmarking donations.  Those lines indicate the generosity of Friends. We
made some donations out of our operating fund.

7. Nominating committee report from Gib Barrus:
● During the called meeting for the Strawberry Creek nominating process, we took two

nominations for co-clerk to serve with Joanna. One person declined and the other was
still considering. It has been decided to hold another Strawberry Creek nominating
meeting to open the co-clerk search and to fill some other positons.

● The following nomination were brought forward for approval at the January Meeting
for Business:

o Catherine Reid as clerk for Buildings and Grounds.
o Judy Scheckel to work with Danny Blose on creating and sharing resources

for young people considering conscientious objection. (A job description is
needed.)



o Richard Martin as a member of the Margithaus committee
o Lucy Perry as librarian.
o Jerry Cade, Geeta McGahey, and Bob McGahey as First Day School

volunteers.
● The following nominations were brought forward in November and are now up for

approval by the Meeting for Business:

Friends approve Bob McGahey as our meeting’s representative to SAYMA’s Ministry and
Nurture committee.

Friends approve Annie Barrus, Lisa Rose, Lydia Wexler, Jo Ann Fernald, and Becky Gray
as First Day School Volunteers

● Gib reported that Lila Stith has expressed an interest learning from Becky about her
role in the cemetery with an eye toward helping her and possibly taking over the role
in the future. A discussion followed reminding Friends that the End of Life
Committee and the person who maintains the cemetery and records are two different
things. It was noted that Lila is applying to be a member of CCI but is not a regular
attender at CFM. This will be an ongoing discussion.

● The next called meeting for nominations is set for Sunday, January 8 at 1:00.

8. First Day School Committee Report:
● The re-start of First Day School is going very well—even better than expected.
● The Christmas program has been planned successfully and has contributed to

increased attendance as a whole.
● Ben Peverall has found that he cannot continue as a a paid child-care helper. Oscar

Rouse will pick up some of Ben’s times.
● Gaia Columbus has expressed an interest in being a paid child-care helper. This is the

first mention.  Jo Ann asks to be informed immediately if Gaia decides to come in.
● Marilyn Cade will continue to encourage members and attenders to volunteer with the

children. .
9. SAYMA rep report from Jennie Boyd Bull (available on the CFM Web site)
10. Racial Equity Committee Report from Catherine Peck

● The REC committee members have agreed to suspend regular meeting for the time
being as we see at least eight of our meeting members and attenders taking part in a
SAYMA-wide initiative exploring Racial Justice issues among Friends. We hope that
at the end of this program (in June) we can pull from that group to get new energy
and new ideas for the work of the committee going forward.

11. Welcoming Committee report (available on the Web site):
● Jennie highlighted that a new task has been added to the job description. The greeter

will go out and bring children back to the meetinghouse at the end of Meeting for
Worship.

● Welcoming will seek approval for Lucy Perry as our newest greeter.

Friends approve the changes to the job description.



12. The meeting ended with a period of silence.


